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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

HENRY DU N DAS,

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY ’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE,
ETC . ETC. ETC.

S I R,

To Britain, as the miftrefs of India, the reft of
Europe look up for knowledge of that fine country;
and our fame, both as a great nation and as a fcien-
tific people, requires that this expe6lation fhould not
be difappointed . When , through the valour of our
arms and the wifdom of our public councils, fcience
is advanced and ufeful knowledge increafed, the dif-
afters of conquefts are forgotten by the philanthropift
and peaceful phiiofopher , and the foreigner then par-
ticipating in our good fortune breathes forth wifhes
for Britain's profperity.

Such
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Such I flattered myfelf were the fentiments of the
Britifh Eafl India Company ; and I expebted it would
have made a point of honour to encourage uferul dif-
coveries in its own vafl; territöries fo exuberant in
nature’s choiceffc produ £tions ; and would have been
eager, in the prefent tranquillity of peace, to patroniie
an undertaking which fhould have this in view. Un-
der thefe impreffions I planned a Tour of Difcovery
through this country , principally with the defign of ex-
ploring its mineralogy and phyfical geography, which
we are hitherto totally ignorant of, and I folicited
your protection and the Company’s patronage in its
favour. Unfortunately , I think , for Science, it met with
the difapprobation of the Court of Dire£tors, and con-
fequently was laid afide. But from you, Sir, as the
head of India affairs, as might be expe£led from the
minifter of an enlightened country , and as the reprefen-
tative of a city which may with peculiar propriety be
confidered as the feat of Science, it met with approba-
tion and fupport : and to fhew how highly I value this
patronage, I prefume to infcribe to you the following

Work,
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Work , a fmall tribute of gratitude indeed, but the
greateft an author can pay.

I cannot avoid ftill indulging the hope, from
the obvious advantages which may refult from fuch
an enterprife, from the proteftion it met with
from you, from the entire approbation it received
of the enlightened Chairman Mr. David Scott, and
from the favourable opinion entertained of it by thofe
converfant in India affairs, and men of fcience in
general, that its execution may yet form one of
the diftinftions of your adminiftration. Then , when
Science has made known the natural riches of this
extenfive country , Britain will have an additional
reafon to glory in being its polfeffor.

I have the honour to be, with fentiments both of
public and private gratitude,

SIR,

Your mofi obedient humble fervant,

ROBERT TOWNSON.
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