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32 FROM VIENNA

(GBI Y] II.

FROM VIENNA TO CEDINBURGH=—COAL MINE—COUNT SZE-
CHYNY—PRINCE ESTERHAZY—TRAVELLING IN HUNGARY—

COUNT FESTITICH—TOWNS OF RAAB—DOTIS—KOMORN,

TAUGHT by experience how much we are obliged to leave un-
done for want of time, not only in the common concerns of life, but
likewife in tours of the nature of the one I was going to fet out up-
on, I impatiently waited at Vienna for fine weather; and only in
fine weather could it be prudent to travel in a country which,
according to the accounts current at Vienna, was little better
than in a ftate of nature, and its inhabitants half favage; and
the weather had hitherto, ever fince the breaking of the froft, been
cold and gloomy. Indeed fo favage was the chara@er of this peo-
ple drawn by fome, that many lefs accuftomed to travel than myfelf,
would have given up their intended tour altogether; and I myfelf, had
I not learned to make deductions from popular accounts, would hardly
have ventured without a battalion of grenadiers for prote&ion. If

I came back alive I was told I ought to think myfelf fortunate.

On
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On making the acquaintance however of fome Hungarians, who
furnithed me with letters of introduion, I found thefe accounts to
arife from nationial hatred ; and on the sth of May, though the wea-
ther for the climate and feafon of the year was not fine, 1 fet out on
my tour, accompanied by a fervant, who had lived feveral years in
Hungary, and {poke the different languages in ufe there ; the Hunga-
rian; German, Wallachian, and different diale@s of the Sclavonian.
Having fent my portmanteau before me to Oedinburgh, by the dili-
gence, I fet off on foot, that I might view the country at my eale,
and pick up any thing I might meet with, either foflils, plants, ov
infelts ; for hitherto I had hardly made a fingle excurfion about the

capital.

T'he country through which I pafled was pleafant. Ihad often a
view of the Danube on my left, and at no great diftance on the right
rofe a ridge of hills, running nearly north and fouth, gaining in height
towards the north, at the foot of which were many villages {cattered
about; but I did not fee here either the little fnug box of the retired
tradefman, or the more elegant feat or villa of thofe of the fuperior
ranks of life, Some mountains that lay at the back were covered

with fnow. Here is the Schneeberg, fo rich in Alpine plants.

The cold weather feemed to have retarded vegetation: the fummer

crops had only broke through the foil, but the winter crops were near

half a2 yard high, and promifed to repay the labourer’s toil. Where
F : the
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the plough was at work, one without a coulter was ufed; the
foil ‘was light, and the beds flat and large. - The Hyacinthus  bo=
trycides grew on the banks by the road fide, witl the Ranunculus
polyanthemos ‘in plenty ; but the Ranunculus aguatilis had’ not yetr
ventured to blow. The Horfe Chefnut was likewifein blofflom. I
heard the mowing of the Rana bombina, and faw a few of the Rarna:
wvariabilis 3 they are both very common about Vienna.. ' Many: of
the Sterna nigra? were {kimming over the fens which.I pafled to-
wards the evening, I faw two or three of the great Tern; Sterna:
Hirundo ;. and Hooded Crows, Corvus: Cornix; and' Jackdaws, Mos-

seduls, in abundance.

As Tdid not fét out till the afternoon, I only reached” a. village-
called Oberrechsdorf; whf_:re, as1 expe&ed-,.l met with very bad fare:
My attempts to perfuade-the landlord to put on clean: fheats were alk:
in vain: he faid he could not always be putting on.clean fheets. T
took my revenge, and' flept in my boots.. In.the morning I crofied:

the Leitha, and entered Hungary:.

At W'impafﬁng.li"s the Hungarian Cuftom Houfé. As.an orderhad!

a fhort time before been publithed by the Auftrian government pro--

hibitin;;‘; any Frenchman from refiding in the diftant provinces, or
going indeed beyond a certain diftance from the capital, I expe@ed
to' have been examined ; but I paffed on unqueftioned, The Auftrian:
government was very careful to prevent French principles and opinions.
5 omrf.
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from being diffeminated in the provinces. In the capital the French
emiflaries were more eafily watched ; and there, to judge from the
general indignation of all ranks (afew pfeudo-philofophers excepted)
on the news of the murder of Louis XVL they had little hopes of
fuccefs. On this atrocious a& being made known, many of the French
réfiding here, fome probably of quite different principles, were ill
treated; they hardly dared to fhew themfelves ; fome of the trasteurs
and inn-keepers would not receive a.Frenchman into their houfes.
The French language, fo general here, was laid afide. ‘Thefe ex- .
preffions of difapprobation were indeed only momentary, though the

difapprobation flill remained, and I hop-e ever will.

i

What a {evere blow to liberty is the French Revolution! Where
there can be no medium between the French licentioufnefs and the
moft defpotic govérnm'é'n't of Europe, what upright and fenfible man
will hefitate to prefer the latter, and quietly wear his chains ¥ What
an example for tyrants to hold up in their own behalf to a juftly re-
volting people ! —Mayeft thou, Gallia, alone fuffer; and, unworthy
of a moderate government, ever live in the turbulencies of demo-
cratic anarchy, or feel the imperioufnefs of defpotic fway ; whilft
the reft of Europe peaceably live under their various governments,

and quietly await the amelioration of their lot!

- On entering Hungary the country becomes more uneven. It is

well cultivated: it is chiefly corn land, and fomé pafture. ~ Its gentle

Fa elevations
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elevations fit it for the vine, which is planted on the banks expofed
to the fun. In the vineyards, the labourer feemed behind hand ; few
had driven in the {takes which were to fupport the vine under its
autumnal load, " The Laryx is ufed for this purpofe, on account of
its ‘durability, for they are here left out all winter; but they are a
lefs expenfive article than our hop-poles. ~Amongft the vines there
are a great many ftandard Peach-trees ; thele were in full bloflom 3
they are more pleafing to the eye than their fruit is to the palate;,
which has very little flavour, and is fold under the name of- Vine.

ot Vineyard Peaches.

At the foot of a fmall ridge of hills, two or three: miles to the-
left of the Oedinburgh road, lies Eifenftadt, where the prefent
Prince Efterhazy moftly refides.. Towards the evening, I reached
Ocdinburgh. I met many cart-loads. of fowls going to the Vienna
market, and two or three numerous parties of pilgrims, compofed.of
men, women and children, going to St. Maria of Zell in Styria.
What indulgences they obtain by this I don’t know; no difpenfa-
tion, I hope, from obferving the duties of morality: if only from
penances and ceremonics, then it is merely an exchange of one trifle
for another. But how great is the misfortune, ifit gives a licenfe to
leave one kind and friendly a& undone ! :

In fome places the road was mended with Guresfs, and the compact

primitive limeftone ; but what feemed to be moft general, was a
kind
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Lind of Breccia, compofed of fragments of fat quartz, accompanied.
fometimes by fragments of fhells, cemented- by the Zophus communis.
This, I think, extends to a confiderable diftance, as I have feen
fome fpecimens from quarries, towards tlie Neufidle Lake,, of the

fame kind, with entire fcollop fhells.

Oecdinburgh is old, and irregularly built; but, with its fuburbs,.
contains feveral pretty good houfes, as it ferves for the -winter refi-
dence of many of the neighbouring, nobility. Its population is
given at about 12,000, and it muft carry on a confiderable trade,
as Mr. Korabin{ky eﬂilﬁates its annual. fale of horned  cattle at
40,000 head, and P 50,00-0 hogs. In. 1781, he fays there was
2300 hundred weight of honey fold; and the fale in 1782 of its
ewn wine, which is chiefly fent into Silefia, amounted. to 28,000l
fterling. 'The celebrity of this wine, which, according to my tafte,
1s but indifferent, led to- a fingular miftake. In travelling through
Bohemia, I faw, in a lift which was hung out at a wine cellar of
the wines which were on fale, Edinburg as the place of growth of
one of them : this furprifed me much ; for though 1 knew that Scot-
land was noted for its cakes, 1 had never yet heard of its wine.
I therefore conjetured it was whifky-; but to prevent an error, I got
off my horfe, and enquired, and I then learnt it was an Hungarian.
wine. In this manner the name of this city i1s fometimes written, .
but more commonly Oedenburgh, and then the etymology is from: -

the German language, and it fignifies the folitary, walfte- or-defert

town,
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‘town, which name was given it many centuries ago, after it had

been ‘deftroyed by the army of fome foreign prince,

A Tletter of introdudion procured me the acquaintance of Count
Szecheny, who received me in ‘a very kind and polite manner.
In his family 1 had an opportunity of obferving what good. lin-
guifts the Hungarian nobility are. ' His fon, a beautiful Loy about

10 years old, fpoke pretty corre@tly and fluently ‘the I-I-ungarian,'

‘German, Latin, French, and Italian languages, and, T believe, in fome

degree, the Croatian, After dining with the ‘Count, I amumpaniéd
him ‘to Zinkendorf, which is one of his eﬁatcs, bbout three or four
miles from the town, ‘to fee fomething of Hungarian céconomy and
rural life. - The eftate is very confiderable, but the houfe much out of
repair: he thewed me a large colleftion of books and miaps, and a
very valuable collettion of Hungarian coins. Though he had left his
countefs and children in town,_ and there were no ftrangers but myfelf;
yet, when we came to {it down to fupper, which was in ez famille, we
were a pretty la_fge party ; thefe were the gentlemen of his Houfehcﬂd.
Each had his refpective title; one who feemed to have the par,

was, I believe, his Lawyer ; the others were Secretaries, Stewards, &c.

The next day, foon after breakfalt, we took a ride to fee the
palace of the Prince Efterhazy, the richeft nobleman in Hungary,
As the Prince now generally refides at Eifenftadt, this feat is not

kept in the beft order ; but nothing could make it “an agreeable re-

fidence,
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fidence, being fituated .in a flat, near the moft fenny part of the
Neufidle Lake.;: The palace is large, and well fitted up ; but moft of
the furniture has been: taken: to Eifenfladt, to the great mortification
of the houfe fteward, who.complained.in a melancholy tone, particu~.
larly on fhewing us the chinaj that be fhould foon have nothing left;
nothing to:look after !—Thefe were  the, complaints of .a faithful
{ervant s forsne-doubt he was as well paid as if the whole had been
there. ' Fle'was an old foldier ;! whether he had gained. laurels, L
don’t know ; but he had received: wounds,. I was thewn a:long
room,. under the ‘name of a picture gallery ; its. contents ‘were un~
ufually bad,

Behind the houfe fsa wood; prettily laid out, with fome very
neat Chinefe fummer-houfes. ; The: theatre is fimall;: but very ele-
gint, - The late- Prince: was vety fondof diamatic performances,.
and kept a troop of players; but the prefent keeps none. His.
paflion is fhooting; to his. neighbours the moft inconvenient one
he could have, and which procures him. the ill will of many of the
neighbeuring nobility, In Hungary every nobleman has a right to.
fhoot on the eftate of anothier, without his leave ; but every one may
fet apart a certain portion of his lands, entirely for his own ufe,
where it is. then illegal to;fport. He flands accufed of appropriat-
ing to his own private ufe a more than ordinary 'quuntit:y of his
domains. ‘The revenues of this Prince are very great: they are ge-

nerally eftimated at eighty or ninety thoufand pounds fterling ; but:

in,




R

e A S

e — T =

R

e

40 FROM VIENNA

in 1793, which was an extraordinary profitable year, they amounted
to 1,070,573 florins, that is, about 107,057 pounds fterling. This
account I had from good authority ; and his Regic, or all the ex-
pences for his Stewards (Beamte ), Servants, &c. in his thirty-three
eltates, were 36,745 pounds. From thence we returned, and dined
at the houfe of one of the Count’s Stewards; and from thence,
by the fide of the Lake, through Wolfe, where there is a cold he-
patic water, which is heated and ufed fot bathing, to Oedinburgh.
By the fide of the lake, I was fhewn fome of the cellars in which
the Oedinburgh wine is kept ; they are dug deep into the fides of

the hills on which the vines grow.

Tive or fix miles fouth-weflt of the town there is a coal mine
amongft the hills; the coal appeared to me very good. Twelve men
are employed, but it has been worked only a few years ; a hundred
weight cofts five pence at the mine.. A coal mine fo near a great
populous city like Vienna, ought to be confidered as a treafure 5 but
here, as over the whole Continent, there exifts fuch a ftrong preju-
dice againft the ufe of it {for to it our confumptions, melancholy
difpofitions, and felo de fes, are generaly attributed), that it is only
aled in a few manufaGories. It is accompanied by a foft fand ftone

and clay, but all the neighbouring rocks that I could examine are of

decompofed micaceous fhiffuss

Oecdinburgh poflefling nothing worthy of actice, I began to make
2 enquiry
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enquiry about the means of continuing my journey to Raab, the
next town I intended vifiting in my way to Buda ; and was a good
deal furprifed and mortified on hearing that there was neither private

aor public means of conveyance, this not being a poft road.

But the Count foon extricated me from this difficulty by procuring
me a forefpan. This is an order from the magiftrates, to the judges of
the peafants, to {fupply the perfon who obtains it, with horfes to tranf-
port him to the next ftation, which is generally from fifteen to twenty
Englith miles, for which 1§ creutzers, that is, about fixpence, is paid for
each horfe. Sometimes you are allowed to travel with only two horfes;;
but in general you muft have four: which is ftill very cheap, being only
two fhillings for fifteen or twenty miles. It is a favour, and fthould be
only granted to the military, and to thofe travelling in the fervice of
the public; but in the more diftant parts of Hungary it is the moft
common way of traﬁeIling, and, except in particular feafons of the
year, is no very great hardfhip, as it is treble the price of a day’s la-
bour of a peafant and a pair of horfes, as fixed in the Urbarium,
which is 20 creutzers, that is about eight pence ; and if he brings, as
he generally does, four horfes, to make the work lighter to them,

his day’s work is ftill valued at ‘only 20 creutzers,

I tock leave of my friend Szecheny, who, after having filled feveral

high offices, as locumtenens to the Ban of Croatia, and Ambaflador

from the flates of the kingdom of Hungary to the king of Naples,
G on
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on the occafion of his vifiting Hungary, by whom he was created a
kright of the erder of St. Janaro, has retited from the career of pub-
lic honours, to'cultivate his eftate, and pafs histimein literary amudfe-
ments. He has vifited our ifland, and entertains a very favourable

opinion of us.

In the morning my carriage arrived; a peafant’s four-wheeled

hay-cart, and a-pair of little lean horfes. 'This is not fo defpicable 2

conveyance as the Englifh reader will imagine. In Hungary you
often fee decent-dreffed  people tmvdhng in this manner; and fto
me, who had travelled in Sweden, Denmark, and the North of Ger-
many, where open carriages nearly fimilar, but neater, are in com-
mon ufe, it was no new thing. But had'it'been'in England, the moft
common opinion would have been, that I'was an evil-doer, convey ing
to gaol, and that my fervant, who held my gun, and wore my
cutlafs, was the gaoler, After trave]ling three or four hours a jog
trot, I arrived at the village where: 1 was ‘to change ‘horfes. ~ As
in thefe places there are no inns, it is! the cultom! to' drive up to
the Judge’s houle, and fhew him'the forefpan order; and heds then
oblized to ‘go himfelf, or to fend his deputy, to the peafant whole
turn it 1s to ferve. If'llle happens to live at a diftance, and the
horfes to be at grafs, you are often detained “an hour or' two, and
cven more, before you can get them ; for the horfes are never kept
“in readinefs, without previous notice, as they are in Sweden, where

there are no other poft-horfes than thof¢ of the peafants.

The
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The Judges are only common peafants, and have authority only
ever the other peafants, and.are therefore called Fudices plebeii.. They
are fometimes appointed by the lord of the village ; fometimes elected
by the ‘peafants themfelves s and fometimes the joint ele@tion of
the peafants and their lord: thefe are local differences eftablifhed by
cuftom: ~They have no fixed falary, but get a few fees, and they

are’ very thankful for two-pence or three-pence, asa dram, which is
gericfally given them by the traveller, if they have been expeditious
in procuring him horfes; and {o little are they refpeded, that they
‘run a rifk of being thrafhed, particularly by the military, if they
do not exert themfelves, - They are ealily known, by having a ftick
in theit hand j the moft common, the moft expreflive, and the moft

ufleful enfign of potwer amongft a rude people.

The next ftation;where I changed horfes, was Michlos, a large-well-
built village. ~As this was a holiday, I gota tolerably good dinner
at the public houfe; after which, as my horles were not come, I tocka
walk: about the village. The peafants were drefled in their beft., I
know of no drefs more becoming for a man than the Hungarian—
long: breeches, fhort jackets turned up with fur, and fhort boots,

with fpurs. But this is not the drefs of the common peafants : thele

generally wear grey linen trowfers, with boots, or elfe a kind of
fandals;-a fhort {hirt, covering the upper part of the body only ;
and a wide coat, made out of fheep-{kins, which is thrown loofe
over the thoulders, - The drefs of the women is much like that of

LA 24 the
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the Germans, and no ways becoming, Whillt waiting for my

horles, T was amufed by a new pafltime.

The amufements of the fathionable world are ealily introduced
from foreign countries, and, by the caprice of thofe who et the Zon,
aid afide again : but the paftimes of the people continue unaltered
for ages; and often, like the drefs they wear, or the implements of

hufbandry they ufe, ferve to fhew their origin ; and on.this account

they merit notice.

Thirty or forty moftly ‘grown up girls were drawn up in two
lines, oppofite to one another, and twelve or fifteen yards diftant.
The girls of each party held one another by the hand, and in this
manner {wung their arms to a flow-timed fong: from time to time
they changed places, the girls of one party going under the arms of
the others, who gave them a hearty thump on the back as they
pafled under. ‘The fongs were queftions and anfwers, concerning
things in which country people are interefted. One party, for ex-
ample, afked the other what they wifhed for above all things, and
what would make them happy ! They anfwered: A pleafant garden
well ftocked with fruit, a good farm well ftocked with cattle, and
a young and faithful hufband. All thefe girls, I thought, though I
had taken my ufual portion of wine, which, giving warmth to -the

cold, like youth makes one lefs fevere in criticifing female beauty,

had few perfonal charms; and their drefs was not becoming, The

hair
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hair on the fides was plaited tight, and brought into the hair be-
hind, which was likewife plaited, and hung down behind, as with
the Swifs gizfs. The neck was covered with a white handkerchief ;
and a variegated body and petticoat, with a white apron, formed
the reft of their drefs. The petticoat was fhort, to fhew their yellow
Teather boots with low iron heels. The latter are of great ufe in

dancing, like the fpurs of the men, for making a noife.

After waiting near a couple of hours, my horfes came, which con~
" veyed me to Pogyoflo, where I again changed horfes; but the evening
came on before I could fet out ; and as foon as it grew dufk, I found
my young driver to be a bemerops, when he fhould rather have been a
ayétalops. He firlt fairly left the high road, and got into a field ; to
which I faid- nothing, thinking he was taking' a fhort cut, tll he
ran againft a garden hedge, and carried part of it away. And he
was no fooner got upon the high roaﬂ, than he drove off it again,
and at laft upon a bank: here he began-crying, and groping about,
as if it had been pitch dark, I had the misfortune of fecing teo
well; of feeing all his blunders. At laft, I made my fervant take
the reins ; and I arrived fafe, about nine o’ clock, at Egget, the feat of
‘Count Ignatius TFeftitich, for whom I had a letter of introdu@ion
from Count ‘Szecheny, “who Teceived me in the moft polite and

friendly manner.

The coumtry throngh which I travelled this day was flat, with

COrR
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corn and pafture lands, and woods alterhating, I was fo pleafed
with my hoft, that I fpent three days with him, to fee fomething
more of Hungarian ceconomy. He, like many of his countrymen,
let his whifkers grow under the reign of Jofeph Il and was one of
the. boldeft oppofers of his defpotic orders, {ome of which were
very oppreflive to the great landed proprietors, He refides chiefly
on his eftate, and pafles his time in rural ceconomy. His village is
very neat; the peafants’ houfes are uniform, and kept in good repair,,
and form a very broad and long ftreet. They are compofed of mud
walls, and thatched roofs, for which the Adrundo Ppliragmites is much
ufed; - But thefe mud: walls are very warm and durable ; and thbugh

conveying; in the very denomination; meanncls and poverty, are

< very. eligible for low-built houfes, like thefe of peafants.. They are

- compofed of thefame materials which nature has taught the Swallow

to felect for his neft; and out of which he forms his folid dwelling ;.

which isa fandy kind of clay, and much ufed likewife by the

:Germans, in building their houfes, under the name of Lew : firaw.

“is ‘mixed amongft it They are afterwards whitewafhed,

Some of his peafants have very large flocks of theep, His own flock,
or a great part of it, to the number of eleven hundred, he has let out
to one of them upon the following terms. For each fheep he receives
annually one gulden and one grofs, about two fhillings and two-

pence, and three hundred weight of butter from the whole; and

“two fheep or lambs W(—.‘Ck].j.f_' for his table. He gives the peafant

e the
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the right of pafturage for them, who, at the end of the agreement,

muft return him the fame number again,

The management of an eftate, in a country where the glebe ad-
Jferiptio exifls, and where the ‘rents of lands are paid in perfonal
fervices and the produce of the I’oit is very different from, and far
more troublefome than, the management of one where the culti-
vators of the foil are free, and where money Is the fubflitute for
hoth. This is not the cafe here, and the management of an Hun-
garian eftate is hardly lefs troublefome than the carrying on of a ma-
nufadory. For the former ftate renders a number of ftewards, bailiffs,
&c. neceflary, and a great authority muft by the laws be invefted in
the hands of the landholders over theit peafants ; from whence arile,
and often not ill-grounded, complaints of the peafantry againft the
opprr.ﬁlon and extortion of thmr]ords : and the complaints of thele,
of the floth, lazinefs, and d1ﬂmncft}r of the peafantry yet this is
the ftate in which I think almoft every part of Europe has been ‘in

or is in at prefent—it is the infant Rate of fociety.

In a fhooting party which we made on a lake on this eftate, we
{hot, amongft othei water-fowls, a Cinereous Tern, Séerna cinerea ?
which: is a very common bird here. They fkim over the lake like
Swallows, in great plenty. I opened it, and found its ftomach full of
infe@s: fome Zipula, and the Donatia aguatica, were Mill very diftin-

guifhable, with fome fragments of the {maller Chafers. In"the open

grounds
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grounds round this feat, I faw feveral Buftards, and colle€ted’ fome

fine fpecimens of the Bombix pavo.

If the traveller has the confolation, in the t::lfling inconveniences
which befall him, to think they will be of fhort duration, he has a-
no lefs poignant mortification in the reflection of being {o foon ob-
liged to part from his moft worthy friends and agreeable acquaint-
ance. 1 relu@antly left my hofpitable friend Feftitich, who lent'me-
his chaife and four peafants horfes to convey me to Raab, where I

arrived in about four hours ; pafling over a very fandy foil, fo bar-

ren in fome placés as not to produce a fingle blade of grafs.

Raab is a pretty large and well built town, containing twelve to
thirteen thoufand inhabitants, on the banks of the river of the {fame
name. I found a pretty good inn and coffee-houfe here, but there
is little to fce. ‘The cathedral church has- lately been repaired, and
ornamented in a modern ftyle. I think it is in this church where
one of the gates of the fortrefs is kept, which the Hungarians
broke down when they drove the Turks out in 1547. A fiiend,
who was my Ciceroni for this town, fhewed me a monument erected
on a fingular occafion. ¢ As the living body of the Lord,” faid he,
“ in a plate was carrying to the fick, it was, with its attendants, by
accident overfet and trod in the dirt in this very place, by fome peo-
ple who were ﬁghting; to feize, or to fet at liberty, an offender.”” To
expiate this indignity, the Emperor Charles VI, caufed this to be

3 erected,
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eieéted, and here the holy fragments to be preferved in an iron cheft,
which have moft probably long fince been eaten by weevils, or elfe

have ferved as dung for Mucors and other cryptogamical plants.

It has this infcription upon it:

Pani Angelorum  Incorruptibili, Carolus VI. Roman. Imp. Au-
ftriacus, Regni ‘Apoftolici Confervator & Vindex, Lzfam Adora-
tionis Caufam, Corre@is Seductorum Audaciis, Perpetuz Depreca-
tionis Mopumento, Ad Expiandam Offenfi Numinis Iram, Ex
Avita Pietate, Reftitui Juffit, An. Sal, M.D.CCXXXL

It was in this town where the great Eugene, in 1717, was pre-
fented in form with the hat and {word from the Pope, for having
beaten the Turks at Belgrade.

A Tetter from Count Feftitich made me acquainted with Count
Efterhazy, of Galantha, an amiable oz vivant, with whom I dined,
and who, the next day, fent his phacton and four with me, to paya
vifit to Count Vitzay, at his feat at Hedervar, who received me with
the greateft politenefs. After I had partaken of an elegant dinner,
he {hewed me what I came chiefly to fee, a very valuable colle@ion
of medals, moftly colleted by his father, but increafed by himfelf;
this,- 1 believe, is the fecond  beft colle@tion: in Hungary, He has
likewife cameos, a library, and an armoury containing many old ii;-

ftruments of death,

B ' Tas
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I was much pleafed to find him an admirer of the good tafte
of my country. He was laying out his grounds in the Englifn
ftyle, for which they were very well adapted, and had called in the
advice of a German, who had refided a good while in England
with a view to learn the art of adjuffing the feattered carelefs.
beauties of rural fcenery. In: his: flables I found feveral Englith
hotfes, and two Englith grooms, who drew my attention to:a:
trifling difeafe, if it can be called one, to which the Hungarian
horfes were exclufively incident, a fpontaneous bleeding from the:
back, fides, or neck, from whence only a few: drops exude. L
obferved with pleafure fome gipfies, or, as they are called’ here;.
aygyners, working in the gardens. Much pains was taken by The-.
refa: to turn thefe ufelefs members of fociety from their vagrant life;.
but with not much fuccefs: they fill firoll about as tinkers and

muficians.

1 was kindly invited to fpend.a day or two; but I returned in the
evening to Raab, and the next morning I fet out for Dotis.

1 had informed one of ‘my friends of my intendéd departure, and
he took charge of procuring me a chaife. On enquiring what agrecs
ment e had made, T was told the Count' Efterhazy had lent me one;
but before I had” got Half way, 1 learned that he had hired it for me :
and had paid for it. I‘ftopped-and dined ' at Bobolna, where the
Fmperor has a ftud: T was fhewn {everal very fine Holftein-horfes.
In the evening I reached Dotis.

The.
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The view of this town with the plain in which it fands, and.the
hills which lie at its back, is very fine. The country through which
I paffed -this day was flat, with corn and pafture lands. A great
many of that beautiful little animal, the Earlefs Marmot, Arélomys
Citellus, were playing in the fhort grals by the road f{ide, and on
the banks, They are not very {hy, yet run to the mouth of their
holes, on the appearance of danger, where they fit upon their hind
legs, and look about, but fuffer you to approach near enough to
fhoot them ; which, if they did not do fo much harm where there
is corn, I fhould confider as a great barbarity: I only fhot one. I

{faw at a diftance feveral Bultards.

Ever fince I left Oedinburgh, I had been travelling through a
flat country, and had not once feen a folid rock. At Bobolaa, in
digging for the foundation of a building, the workmen had come
to a rock; but it mouldered away on expofure to the air, {fo as to

be of no ufe in building: it appeared to me to be Stone Marl.

I pafled, at no great diftance, the famous Mons Pannoniz; and
here is the no lefs famous Benedi&ine Cloifter, which was founded
by the firft Chriftian King of Hungary, St. Stephen. It is faid the
monks have more wine than water, as thele hills are covered with

vines, and water they are obliged to procure in the neighbourhood.

This Cloifter is the depofitory of feveral relicg :—an ivory altar,

Ha from
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from the Holy Land ; the wedding clothes of King Stephen ; his
ftool, in marble, which poflefles many medicinal properties; &e. &e.
But having feen enough relics in my tourin Italy, I did not go out

of my way to fee them.

I''was perfuaded by my friends to take Dotis in my way, princi-
pally to fee the gardens of Count Efterhazy ; and they had provided
me with letters for Counfellor Bezereday, who, though he enjoys a
relpeCtable office under government, has taken the management of
this -eftate upon him, in the ablence of the Count, whe is now Im-

perial Ambaffador to the Court of Naples.

The Counfellor not being at home, I called on the Profeﬂ'o:s_of
the Piarit Cloifter, a kind of ichool, or college, for the education:
of yeuth ; and they were kind enough to be my Ciceronis ;. fome of
them were Ex-Jefuits. 'This little place, which belongs to the Efter-
hazy family, is worth coming a few miles out of one’s way to fee,
as the gardens of the Count are really v.ery fine ; a great ornament
of which, is an unufual profufion of copious fprings, of which they
have availed themfelves, not to form little piddling Cupids and
puking ducks, but lakes and canals overhung with weeping willows,
and limpid murmuring ftreams, on whofe banks one would wil-
lingly repofe, when inclined to meditate, or to feaft on the plea-
fures of imagination, or to pafs fome {weet moments with a
tender female friend. For noife and chatter, the French gardens

are beft adapted,
6 I was.
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T was fhewn fome curious Baftard Pheafants, which I was informed
were the offspring of the illicit amours of a Turkey and a Pheafant.
' This feems not only too unnatural an amour, but too improbable a
ftory, and the account was confufed : probably they were the pro-

geny of the Pheafant and Common Fowl

The town is built upon a rock of variegated red marble, which is:
quarricd, and fent to a confiderable diftance. At the quarry I had
an opportunity of obferving the upper bed to be full of petrifattions,
but not that which lies under it, and is ufed for marble. Near to it are
rocks, which belong to the alluvial ones, and moft probably owe their
origin to the preceding : thefe are formed of a congeries of beautiful
incruftated mof§, irregularly mixed with incruftated and conglu-
tinated frefh-water univalve fhells *, and Alabafter . 'The in-
cruftating, or, as it is commonly denominated, petrifying matter, is
not the common coarfe fediment-like matter, but it is fine grained,
and compacl, like the Travertino of the Italians ; and the vegetable
matter of the mofs has wafted away; fo that when this petrified:
mofs is tranfverfely broken, it {eems to be compofed of fine hollow

tubes, with lateral appendages.

¥ Tophus.
Ex teflis immutatis Nerite lacuftris & pausis fragmentis Quartzi latei; ope

Tophi incruftantis conglutinatis, conftans.

4 Inolithus filamentofus:

Ferruginens fubdiaphanus, textura undulato-cruftefa, tranfverfe & parallele

fibrofa. Fra&tura feftucaria, micans nitore ad lucem fugaci.

Folhl
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Foilil bones are likewife found in this rock. My Ciceronis aflured
me, that an Elephant’s tooth, eight tonine feet long, had been dug;

out fome years.ago.

Neither fuperfine cloths, nor Drefden china, are made here, nor
.could the fkilful workman here learn how to bring his art to greater
perfe&ion ; wyet thefe branches, in a rude ftate, are very flourithing,
and employ the greateft part of the inhabitants. An agent of the
Emperor had lately contrated for a hundred thoufand ells of coarfe
white woollen cloth, for foldiers’ great coats: this is made out of the
long coarfe-woolled fleeces, which are like hair, of the Ouis Strepfi-
ceros, {o common in Hungary. In fpinning, the fpinners fat down,
and ufed their right foot, to which was faftened a fmall piece of
board to lengthen it, inftead of the left hand, when they wanted to
lifc the yarn off the point of the fpindle.

In feveral finall rooms, I found fix or eight at work, men, women,
and children: the ladies were ez negligé, but not naked: the gentle-
men, as it was hot weather, being lefs delicate, had firipped in buff
to their trowfers: but upon three-pence a day, the common price
of a day’s labour, the defires do not rife to a great height—except
thofe of eating and drinking. There is one or two fulling-mills in
the town.

"The potteries are not lefs an objett of indufiry. I faw one pretty

large




lairge manufa&ory of ftone ware, but the moft interefting are the

fmall ones. Some of thefe have furnaces like thofe in ufe in other:
places, but the poorer confiru& very fmall ones in a more fim-
ple manner. Thefe externally have the form of: a bee-hive, are five
ar fix feet high, and.made of mud and clay with a door on one fide :-
this is only the covering; at the bottom a large hole is dug in the foil;

and two or three bars of iron are placed acrofs at the bottom of it: this

is the oven, and on thefe bars the potsare placed. The foil is dug away

on one fide lower than this, where a large lateral hole is made under and

communicating with the oven: here is-placed the fire. They make a

great part of the coarfe earthen ware of a black colour: it is a rough

imitation. of Mr. Wedgewood’s' beautiful manufaGure, ‘This is

done by thutting up the oven before the wood or fuel is burnt out,,
{o that the articles it contains remain for fometime in an atmofphere

of fmoke, which is the only colouring matter ufed. Some of thofe -
who ufe the common reverberating furnaces, conftrué them in the -
ground, fo that three of their fides are formed by the foil.  Juft be-

neath the walls of the Caftlé, there is a large lake, five or ‘fix miles

in circumference, which is-more profitable than lakes generally are.

Every three or four years the water is let off, and the fith caught ;.
and the year after; the bottom is fown with Indian corn, hemp, &c,.
Mr. Korabinfky fays, that the fith caught at the laft draining fold .
for feven hundred pounds, and fome years before for two thoufand |
pounds : Relata refero...

This:
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The Caftle, which is now in ruins, and of which now only
i fome of its vaults are ufed as a prifon, ferved often formerly for the
| . refidence of Mathias Corvinus, the favourite King of this nation, to
; whofe golden days they look back with pleafure: * In his days,”
! they fay, “ we were a great and formidable nation, now only a pro-

il ; 5
li. ’[ vince of Auftria.”
!

Roman antiquities have often been found here. In the College
;-I," Gardens there is a marble farcophagus, which was found about

L | -' twenty years ago, with this infcription : :
[ ' D. M.

il ATERNZ. QUIETL ET. PERPE

i : TUZA. SECURITATI. AURELAE

i TERNZA. CONIUGI. KARISSIMZA.

QU A, VIXIT. ANNIS, XXX. ET. TIB. CL. MA
CEDONIL QUL VIXIT. ANN. X, MENSES. 1IL
ET. CL. IUSTINZ. QUA. VIXIT, ANN. IIL
MENSES. VI. ET. CL. LIGURIN &, QU . VI
XiT. ANN. I, MENSES. VIL FiLIs. EIUS. ET. VEP.
PAVENTINAE. TIB. CL. VALENTINUS. VETE.
XCALEGIADE, CONIUGIS. ET.

FILIS. ET. SOCRO; KARISSIMIS.
F, C.

M:r. Kora-




J
|

T0O KOMORN,. 57

Mr, Korabinfky mentions another.dug up i 1746, with this in-
o ¥ 3

feription ;

o : : ] = it | : iVl |

DOMU. FORO. HADRIANENS. PROVINCIA. GER \
1 . - r [ R WT N1 e T s a7 i i
MANIA, INFERIORI. VIXIT. ANN. XXX. AMI |

L1US DECIMINUS: MEDICUS. ORDINARIUS, |

LEG. 1. AD]. MARITUS. BENE MERITZE,

Hac. CuIr.|

- '

I ftaid here but little more than a day, and then, ‘with ‘the Count
{ellor’s chaife and four horfes, T travelled on to Komorn, a'téwn
on the banks of the Danube, containing about five thoufand inha-
bitants. It is about two or thrée hours journey from' Dotis; ‘1
pafled the Danube upon what is called a flying bridge. This,
where a- real bridge, either from the great expence, or from other
caules, cannot be built, is the beft contrivance I know. It is only
an improved kind of ferry-boat : a floor; or ftage, with a rail round
it, is built upon two narrow barges, which are at a little diftarice from
each other: in a crofs bar, fupported by two fhort mafls or pofts,
there is a groove, with ‘a {liding pulley; to this' is fallened the
cable, which prevents it from being carried down with the fiream ;
and the other end of the cable is faftened, higher up in the river,

I to
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to a row of boats, which are moored with anchors, but yet admit of
4 lateral movement :—it is then driven over by the {tream.—They

are large, and can carry over ften or fifteen carriages and a hundred

paflengers at a time.

The Fortrcfs-is famed for having never been taken. Jofeph IL
ordered. it to be demolifhed, and the materials fold. It was ftrongly
fortiied by art, and has a very favourable fituation. In 1783 it
fuffered a good deal by an carthquake. Hiftory records feveral
which have happened in this part of Hungary, and one in 1763 did
a2 deal of mifchief.- Mr. Groflinger, an Ex-Jefuit, author of the
Zvologia Hungarica, a Very remarkable work, for the clofe of the
eighteenth century, lives in this town. In regard to the general
plan of this work, and the knowledge it contains of the prefent
fate of this fcience, it is very fimilar to the Natural Hiftory of
Pliny ; but I queftion much whether it will procure to its author an
equally long-lived fame. ’ '

Amongft other great men, as, the learned author juft mentioned,
King Ladiflaus Pofthumus, and the Archbifhop Kolonitfch, Mr.
Korabinfky fays, this town bas had the honour of giving birth to.
% Tobias Angerer, a turner, Who refided thirty-fix years in London,
and had the good fortune to inftruét the prefent reigning éovereigm
i his art; and by his probity keep himfelf conftantly in his favour,”

7 It
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Tt was not far from hence that Nature produced, in 1701, that
remarkable phaznomenon, the Twin Sifters who were united back
to back. They lived till they were twenty-two years of age, and
were carried about many parts of Europe, as a fhow : there is a

long account of them in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions.

A bad inn, no acquaintance, and nothing to fee, induced me to
pafs only half a day here. I hired a chaife and pair, fet off about
noon, baited half way, and in the evening reached Gran. The road
was good, and by the fide of the Danube., At Almas, which I paffed
through fon after leaving Komorn, there is a hot fpring. I faw
foon after another quarry of marble like that of Dotis. The rocks that
overhang the road ar¢ firatified fandftone, and calcareous #gphus or

travertine.

As T was examining thefe rocks, a lad came merrily along with
joy in his countenance, and from each hand fomething hung dan-
gling by a ftring. Thefe were two of the Mus Cittillus : one was at
the laft gafp; the other, from having a thicker firing about its neck,
had not fuffered much : this 1 bought for a trifle, and took into my

chaife.

I have often obferved in Hungary, and particularly hereabouts,
that the young pigs are firiped on the fides: this is common to the
young of wild ones, but I never {faw it in the young of our domel-

_ ticated ones. ;
' 12 CHAP
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