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GRAN , ITS HOT SPRINGS , FROGS , EPSOM WATER — NATURE OP

THE ROCKS — RISSEGRADE '— BOGDON - ST . ANDREE.

May  19 . To find an Englilhman and the brother of an EngJiflv
I eei , married and fiettled at Gran , how I was furprifed ! Major Dor-
mei brother ofLord Dormer I found here , and here apparently fixed
for life. He received me in a very friendly mariner, feemed glad
to fee one of his countrymen , and was fo obliging as to be my Ci-
eeioni for Gian , The firft thing I looked at was tbe old ruined for- .
trefs built on a compaä : ftrattfied limefione rock , on tbe banks of tbe
Danube . From bence tbere is a very extenfive view, and in return it

l;orms witb tbe. neighbouring bills a fine fohlt de vuey as you come
rrom Komorn . The town is favoured with a fine fpring of tepid
water , of more ufe, I believe, to the Frogs than to its other inhabitants.

My Ciceroni afiured me, that this animal is not torpid here during the
wrnter , but is then feen in numbers in the pond in the town , which.

receives its water from this fpring . Bufbeck, who was here in 15-54,
obferved the fame thing ; for he fays, - Je fpavois dejä que. ce defaut

etoit
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etoit commun a tous lesTurcs : aufli en fui-je bien moins furpris que je
ne 1avois ete d’entendre croaffer des grenouilles pendant toute la route

de Gommaronium a Grand , d autant mieux que nous etions pour
lois dans le mois de Decembre , & que le tems etant tres froids, ceci

me  parüt un phenomene . J en demandais la caufe ä quelques gens
du paye, qui me dirent que l’eau de ces marais malgre la rigueur de la
faifon etoit toiijours tiede a caufe de la quantite de foulphre -qui etoit
oans le Union. This is uncommon , but not fiirprifing . For thefe
three years I liave kept a favouriteTree -Frog , Rana arborea ; but fhe is.

as gay in winter 2s in fummer , provided fhe has warmth and enough

to eat. The German ftoves, which keep the rooms warm all night,
ha.ve been very favourable to her . In this , hybernation diflers from
ileep, that whereas the latter admits of iittle Variation, and can
never be laid afide, or through art receive“a fubftitute , the formet"
greatly varies, and may be Applied by warmth and food. The Al¬

pine Marmot in fome high vallies in Savoy hybernates , I~am told,

eight or ten months in the year . In other parts of the Alps it
does not hybernate half that time ; and when kept warm , and wrell
fed, its annual Ileep entirely forefakes it, but not its diurnal . The

fame warmth .that keeps alive the Frog, keeps alive the infedls on

which it feeds; which , in their turn , will find food from the vegetable

world , the mediate or immediate fupport of every living being,
kept in Vegetation by the fame caufe.

Lately a fpring of Epfom water has been difcovered, and the pro-.

prietors
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prietors liave eftablifhed a large manufa &ory of Magnefia , with not
lefs than four or five boilers. It is in its infancy ; but I do not doubt
it would be a fource of great wealth , were there as great a fale of

it, as of fugar or fall : but this not being the cafe, I am much afraid
tbe demand will not equal the quantity produced . The water

exudes from a clayey foil. According to the analyfis of Di . Vin~

terl , Profefibr of Chemiftry at Peft, ioo Englifh cubic inches of it

contain 700 grains of vitriolated Magnefia,
24 grains of aerated Magnefia,

14 grains of muriated Magnefia.

From a paper in the eiglith number of the Merkur von Ungarn ,

it appears that vitriolated Magnefia has likewife been found here,
in a dry ftate, in great abundance , as fome miners , employed by
the Archbifhop , were able in a fhort time to colle£t above tv^enty
hundred weight oi it.

In the buildings , and likewife in the ftreets, I noticed a kind of
Brcccia  like a völcanic Tufa ; and being informed that the quarry
was not far off, I took a walk in the afternoon to fee it, for geo-

gnoftic figns often throw great light upon a dubious Foffil. By

miftaking the road , I could not find the quarry ; but I found
the hills in which this quarry muft be, compofed of nothing but

fragments of different kinds of Porphyry . Many of thefe fragments
would weigh a ton ; and here , where the Breccla  is very coarfe, no¬

thing ;

i
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thing like ftratification can be feen : but in the fame hill , the Breccia
is often as fine as a Sand-ftone ; and it is then more or lefs ftratified.
This is an obfervation I have often made, and even in our Ifland,

and it is exemplified in the hills about Edinburgh . The fame may
be obferved in Sand-ftone ftrata, where , if it becomes very coarfe,

like Pudding -Stone , it ceafes more or lefs to be ftratified.

The next morning I examined the hills which lie on the other
fide of the Danube . I found them fimilar to thofe of yefterday,

but with ftronger marks of ftratification , being finer grained : this
ftratification is often found in the middle of the hill, fupported and

eovered by the coarfe unftratified Breccia : this is a ftrong indication,
I think , of a formation under water . Thefe hills , if I had had
time to examinethem with a view to Botany and Entomology , would,,

I think , have afforded me many things new or rare . Here it was,
I believe, where I faw the Polygala major  growing in great abun-
dance . The Purdus fqxatilu ?. 1 likewife found here , and at the foot
of thefe hills the Cittvllns, and abundance of both the varieties of the

Lamla Mario  crawling on the ground . This animal is a ftriking
example of the conftancy of fome varieties, if thefe be varieties,

and exclufive of their colours they are perfeöly alike. For though

they are defcribed as fometimes having the elytra, the firft joint of
the antcnncs, and the legs, fometimes black and fometimes brown ;

yet this is not promifcuous \ but the black elytra  are always accom-
panied
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panied by black legs and änUhncs, and tbe brown elytra  by brown
legs, wich the firft joint of tbe cintenna?  likewife brown.

The inn here is very good, but tbe bofpitabcy of my countryman
did not perrait me to make much ufe of it ; yet I bad ratber have
been without tbe comfort of bis hofpitable table, tban bave found
bere an Englißiman , and one of bis rank , fetded for life. Tbe

•thougbt of nev'er returning to one’s native country is a melancboly
one : a Lei me return and be,byried, with my fathcrs is, I think , an
inftin &ive wifli, wbicb towards tbe decline of life, in the moments

of refledion , muß often arife, if prejudices agaijift our country do not
prevail.

' Kxcluded from ferving bis country in a military line, by its laws,

on account of his religion ; he entered early in life into the Imperial
fervice, and fougbt againft the Pr-uffians in tbe laft war between thefo
two powers. He bas now retired from fervice wdth the rank of

Major , ai\ d bas married an Hungarian lady, by whom be has one or

two cbildren . At Vienna I faw a great many Irilh in the pay öf the
Emperor , being likewife excludecl from the Britilb fervice on account
of their religion.

When the dogmas öf religion were often a fufficient caufe of na-

tions rifing ,in arms againft one another , of internal tumults , and re-
bellion ; it wai requifite tliat governments fhould know on whom

they
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they liad to rely , and with juftice could demand that tlie faitli of'

thofe whö olFered themfelves as their particular defenders ihould not

make them their natural enemies. But a change for the better in the

opinions of men , renders thefe law6 now lefs necefFary : and as no~

thing keeps alive refifcance and dilFatisfadion in the weaker party , Fo
much as intolerance in the ruling ; probably , if all diftindions of this

nature were to ceafe, no inconvenience would arife, and greater una-

nimity might be expeded as its natural confequence : but ruling

principles of government are not to be haftily changed . The family
of Dormer , as far as I recolled , has never interfered in the religious

difFerences of their country . But in gratitude I ought not to fpeak
againft the teil ad ; to it I am indebted for the roaft beef and plum-

pudding I eat at Gran : it is an ill wind that blows nobody any
good.

Gran has between five and fixthoufand inhabitants . Its archbilhop,
as archbilhop , is lord lieutenant of the county , primate and chancel-

lor of Hungary , has a feat and vote in the royal council and fep-

temviral court , and is legatus natus , He has the exclufive right of

crowning the king , and can create nobility upon the archiepifcopal
dornains.

When the nobility are called to defend their country , he muH
bring a pair of coiours into the field, and under each a thoufand

men. Eie is likewife prince of the German Empire . The archbi-

K fhop,

\
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{hop, filllng fuch high 'Offices, is obliged to refide at Bude , and the
chapter is at Tyrnau.

Ever fince leaving Oedinburgh I had travelled over a flat country,.
where I could not expedt to meet with any thing interefting in mi-

neralogy ; I had therefore travelled in a chaife. But the country be-
coming here more hilly , it promifed to offer me occaflons of mine-
ralogical obfervation : I therefore fent my portmanteau on to Offen

by a carrier , and , putting a change of linen in my fervant ’s knap—
fack, I fet off for Viffegrade on foot,

For the firft four or five miles I walked at the foot of hills com—

pofed of the fame kind of rock as thofe I have juft defcribed : and ?
when on account of the road leaving the hills I could no longer ex-

amine them ; from the loofe fragments I found by the road-fide,
and from the rock , which now and then appeared above the foil, li

had reafon to believe they continued the fame.

The prefence of the moon , and the calmnefs and ferenity of the.

air, made me almofl: regret that my evening’s walk was not longer.
About nine I reached Viffegrade . As this was no poft , or mueh fre—

quented , road , I had no right to expeft a good inn , but I got a room

to myfelf ; a comfortable thing in a thronged hedge ale-houfe . It
was one that ferved for brew -houfe , lumber -room , and pantry ; but

alas a pantry degarnie ! But if I had no vi£luals, I had mulic ; it was,
•_ V/hitmonday, .,
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Whitmonday , and a party of flrolling ziguiner muficians had fixed

their quarters -here for the night . Their inftrument is the fiddle. I
•knew I could fleep in fpite of it, I fet it at defiance, and threw myfelf

upon my bed. I hardly was there , when lo ! the bägpipe , the bagpipe
itfelf, to my great furprife and vexation , began to make itfelf heard.
Whether the divine mufician who brought forth the thrilling founds
was defcended from any of the noted highland pipers , I know not;

this I know , that a more frightfui noife I never heard . I thought I
fhould have had the megrim , but its monotony in fome degree mi-

tigated its antifoporlßc  powers , and I flept ; and in the morning , when
I intended to have enquired of him of what fchool  he was, I found
he was off.

This frightfui inftrument is common in many parts of Europe.

In Sicily, when the fhepherds about Chriftmas leave their hills, and
come into the great towns , they bring their bagpipes , and then no

language can exprefs the ungrateful noife they make. Woe to thöfe
who are fiibjedl to thehead -ach ! But de gußibus non eß difputandum,.

Fleas are as good as larum clocks ; they awake us as foon as the
wants of nature are fupplied , and then make us quit the bed of indo«

lence. Through their inceftant admonitions I was up with the fun ;

and when I ftepped out of lliy alehoufe I was charmed with the beauty
of the fcenery which furrounded me. Before me ilowed the rapid Da-
nube , winding amongft hills covered with wood , variegated accord-*

K 2
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ing to their fituation , with light and fhade. By the fide of this rapid?
river ftands an old ruined tower , whofe conne&ed wall called my at¬

tention to the old caftle, to which it is united , feated on the top of aa ;
immenfe perpendicular and craggy rock , which towards the bottom.

is covered with vineyards,

\

I wasfo pleafed with thisView , that after breakfafling , and not upom
muffins and crumpits , I crofied the Danube , which is here verywide , ..
to enjoy it to greater advantage from the oppolite fide, and from thence
I fketched this drawing . Seen from hence , I hardly know a more:
beautiful landfcape than what thefe ruins and rocks, with the addition
of fome hills covered with wood which nowrife behind thern , form 0.

I repalfed the Danube , and by a road now unfrequented and blocked
up with briers, but formerly often trod by royal feet , I afcendedto
the caftle. Here I had a delightful view. I could fee the Danube and its.
winding path amongft the hills to a great diftance ; and I could maka

this remark , that though this rock is likewife a Breceia, It has not

been formed of the ruins of other hills more elevated, which havino;
fallen down have glven it exiftence j but it is of antient date.

J defcended the fide facing the river , but not without difficulty«:
It is evidently , though I think as high as Arthur ’s feat * at Edin »-
burgh , entirely from top to bottom , compofed of Breccia.

* About 800 feet from the king ’s park.

This
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i his caftle, now in ruins ; was once the Windfor of feveralkings
©f Hungary , and , though in ruins , ftill fhews that it once was a

princely dwelling . It is faid by fome old authors to have been fo eie-

gantly fitted Up, as hardly to have had its like in Europe . Here the

foveieigns of I oiand, Bohemia , hdoravia , and Bofnia, came toge-

ther in the beginning of the fourteenth Century and formed a treaty
with Gharles l . who entertained them in the moft fumptuous manner.

Bonfiniüs defcribing it fays, “ Hi tanta rer um copia, & tantis appa-
ratibus tradati , ut nemo e Bohemis Pölonifque fuerit , qui vini &t
obfoniorum omnium abundantiam fatis admirari polfet.” AndThuroc-

zius adds, tc  Omni enim die ad prandium regis Bohemorum ex mäg-
nificentia regis Hungarias expendebantur duo mille & quingenti

panes, & de cibis regalibus copiofe ; pabulum etiam equis per fingu-
los dies viginti quinque garlettae. Ad prandium vero regis Polöno-
rum mille & quingenti panes, & de cibariis etiam abundanter . De

vino autem expenfe funt centum & o&oginta tunellse” . Louis his
fuccelfor likewife refided here : and here Charles II . died of the-

wounds he received by the hand of an affaffin. Likewife as prifon-
ers it has had fovereigns within its walls ; and the crown of Hun-

gary , not lefs efteemed by the Hungarians than the ark of the

Lord was by the Jews , by an ad of Ladidaüs II .. has been kept
here . It has had the crefcent planted upon its walls, and in fhort has

had a viciflitude of fortune : but now it fuffers, to great minds the

worfc of all,- negled ; and is, alas ! become the dwelling of only,
owls and bats.

The,
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The village or town which lies at the bottom of tlie hilf, is iriha-

bited by Germans , and their houfes are built as in Germany ., and
are accompamed by an orcbard.

’My fervant here feil 111, and required reff ; and as I was neitherin-
elined to pafs another night here , nor to lofe my time , I left him to go
down to Offen by the firft bärge -, and I fet off on foot, about one or
two o’clock, for Bogdon , where I was informed 'I fhould find atolerable
inn . I foon came to a quarry -of ftone ufed for building ; a kind of

Breccia^  of white fragments , very friable, bilt feeling härfh between

the fingers ; in which were a few fpangles of black hexangular mica,

mixed with a greenilh grey-coloured clay *. From the harfhnefs
and the mica, I am led to think thefe white fragments to be fome-
thing of the nature of Pum 'ex  pärtly decompofed. Likewife a kind

of Tufci,-  a congeries of various coloured fmall fragments of a terre-
ous nature , intimately united t « IJollowed the courfe of the river,

* Breccict.

Ex fragmentis minoribus albis afperis ungue rafilibus, interdüm fere pulverulentis

mica hexangulari nigra fparfis, fragmentis extraneis rarioribus Quartzi pinguis
ladtei, Marmoris vulgati et fhifti ? ope argillae grifeo-virefcentis conglutinatis.

Tubo ferruminitorio argilla vitrum viride, & fragmenta alba vitrum albidum,

fine intumefcentia aut phofphorefcentia prsebent.
f Breccia.

Ex fragmentis parvis heterogeneis terreis ferrugineis rufis & lateritiis inter fe in¬

time coalitis, fragmentis Hornblend « Bafaltinae& lamellis Micae nigrse hexangularis

infperfis.
O which
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wHich ftill continued to rua amongft pretty high hills. Thofe I

öould examine were like what I have already defcribed , and all the

way by the road fide I faw fragments of the fame. When arrived
at my inn , I found nothing but coarfe bread and very four wine ; and
therefore X refolved, as it was not late, to try my fortune once more.
But the Fates had decreed, and then all human efforts are fruitlefs—

they had decreed that I fhould go without my fupper ! And lo it

happened : for in pafling fome vineyards I got out of the right
road , amongft the hills, and thick woods , chiefty of Beech ; and after

lofing a couple of hours , I was informed by a woodman I luchily
met , that I muft go back agaiti, being quite out of my way .- The
hills I afcended were pretty high , and conne&ed to thofe about

Viflegrade , and compofed of , the Saxiim metalüferumy or ai'gillaceous

Borphyry.

Being more hungry than tired , and feeing Watzen only two or
three miles off, on the other fide of the Danube , I fet out again j and

being told that a child might find the way , I took no guide . I foon
loft my way again. I indeed reached the river , but could find no

ferry boat ; nor could I, with all my vociferous exertion , induce any
one to come to my afiiftance. As it was growing dark apace, I

made the beft of my way back. Several birds of evil omen came

hovering about me, particularly Owls and Goatfuckers ; and on en¬

tering the village I was attacked by all the Dogs of the town , und.

obliged to draw my cutlafs in my defence. The foot paflengei
mi
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in the Iheep-countries in Hungary runs confiderable rifk from tlie
Sheep -dogs, which are very large and fierce. About ten I returned
again to my Tour wine and bad bread.

- ' -•' : . V -

In thefe feries of misFortunes I confoled myfelf with having met

with one piece of good luck. In a field, haudprocul a pago Bogdon
in vino aquofo acido Id pane ßcca brunnea abundante, I found , for tlie
firfl, and only time i’n my life, and then in great abundance , the

Lethrus Cephalotes.  They make holes in the ground , like the Sca-

rabceusßacer, &c. Almoft all I found had fomething green in tlieir

niouths : fome had the Alchemilla vulgaris , ' On fhewing them to a
vine-drefler, he curfed them , and told me they did much mifchief in
the vineyards . Whether he took them for fome more common

Scarabceus  I don’t know ; but at Vienna they are looked upon as a
very rare infed :, and as only found in the fouthernmoft part of this

kingdom . In Tombacher ’s catalogue they are valued at 40 creut-
zers, that is 1.6 or 17 pence.

My landlady took pity on my misfortunes , and, as fhe could give
me nothing to eat, gave me a double portion —of feather-beds to

cover  myfelf with —It was a very warm night . It is a very great

mconvemence in Hungary and Germany , that inftead of lheets,
blankets , and quilts, a light kind of feather -bed is ufed : this is al-

ways too Ihort ; and the fame being ufed in fummer as in winter,

the traveller has no remedy , if he finds himfelf too hot , but to get
on the outfide of it, and fo have no covering at all. It is liketvife a

caufe
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caufe of dirtinefs , as the upper flieet is fown ou to the under part of

this feather-bed, or, what is more common , the feather -bed is put
into a dark -coloured cafe, and then no upper fheet isufed j but this
contrivance faves the chambermaids a deal of trouble.

In the morning I fet off with much eagernefs for St. Andree,

where I had reafon to expeä :, from its being a confiderable town , to
meet , not indeed with hot rolls or muffig , but with the common

breakfaft of this country , good coffee and white bread. But, .alas!

I found only a moft miferable public houfe , which afforded nothing
but fmall-beer, eggs, and bread : fo, had I reached this much defired

St. Andree lall night , I fhould not have fared better . So far as

concerns inns , this part ' of Hungary is much in the ftate it was in

more than two centuries ago, when Bufbeck travelled through Hun¬
gary : at Gran he was advifed to eat heartily , as he would not
get any thing afterwards to eat tili he reached Bude.—Where torrents
had laid bare the rock , I found the ufual Breccia *. The hills here

feparate j

* It may intereft Tome of my readers, as thefe Breccia  rocks are of great extent , to

have a more accurate and minute defcriptio« of them . For their ufe I here fubjoin an
extraft from my own Catalogue of Foflils.

No. ly . Breccia.

Fragmentum Porphyrii rufefcentis cryftallis Hornblendae Bafaltinje & Feldfpati
cum lamellis mies nigrae hexangularis , in lapillis Porphyrii ? conglutinatum.

L 16 Breccia^
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feparate ; thofe on the left of -the Danube run towards the eaft, and
thofe on the right keep more diftant from this river . The fides of

the

16 Br eceia»

Ex fragmentis majoribus albis terreis afperis textura ad lentem fubfibrofa, cryftallis
Hornblendse Feldfpati & lamellis miese nigrse hexangularis , ope fabuli heterogenei
terrei cinerii ar£te conglutinatis.

Breccicu

Cineria tarn fimplex colore Sc  confiftentia ut pro Porphyrio fatifeente facile haberi

poflit, fragmentis Hornblendse Bafaltinse infperfis.
Tubi ferruminitorii ope Scoriam heterogenem albidam & nigram prsebet.
In this Breccia, and conftituting a part of it, are fmall and large fragments of the

following ftones:

No . 18 Porphyrius.
Ex Iafpide folida hepatica , particulis Feldfpati albidi et lamellis micae nigrae hex¬

angularis conftans.
22 Porphyrius.

Ex Trapefio nigricante , particulis parvis Feldfpati albi fatifeentis copiofiflimis
conftans.

20 Porphyrius,
Ex Petrofilice nigricante , particulis parvis Feldfpati albidi & cryftallis parvis Horn-

blendse Bafaltinäe conftans.

19 Porphyrius•.
Ex argilla indurata (Germanorum ) dilute lateritia cryftallis parvis Hornblendse

Bafaltinse & Adularise compofitus.

13 -2 Trapeßus.

Niger cultro rafilis rarius & fubtiliffime foraminofus, loculis materia terrea alba

non effervefeente forfan Argilla indutis.

Tubi ferruminitorii ope vitrum heterogeneum albidum & nigrum probet.
■ - / 2 Prapejws.
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the hills were planted with vines, and the fields with Indian corn.
At St. Andree I took a chaife, and travelled on to Bude, where I ar«
rived about two or three o’clock in the afternoon.

2 Trapeßus.

Niger cultro rafilis foraminibus fubtilifGmis materia albo-ccerulefcenti indutis,

particulis nonnullis Adularhe , intuitu multum a precedente differt, indole per»

parum.

7 Trapeßus.
Idem indole. Externa ,facie fcoriam adliuc magis emulatur . .

L 2 C H AP.
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