o6 POLITIGS.

G s I IV.

NATIONAL DISLIKE TO THE AUSTRIANS—CONSTITUTION OF
THE HKINGDOM—STATE OF THE NOBLES, CITIZENS, AND

PEASANTS—THE URBARIUM—STATE OF THE CLERGY

IN-
NOVATIONS OF JOSEPH II.,—ANTIENT ORDER RESTORED—
TRANSACTIONS OF THE DIET OF 1790-—AND STATE OF THE
PROTESTANTS.

AT Vienna I learned that the Hungarians neither liked the Auf-
trians, nor the Auftrian government, and during my ftay in Hun-

gary, in every fociety I found a confirmation of it.

In antient animofities, handed down from father to fon in opi-
nions kept alive by vulgar ‘proverbs and fayings, we may often
find the caufe of national hatred ; fo to the frequent wars which
were carried on between thefe two nations may be attributed fome
part of the mutual diflike now fubfifting. But Hungary has been at
war with its other neighbours, and yet with thefe, national animofi-

ties have cealed : we muft therefore look further.

Hungary
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Hungary has had its turbulent times, and its public misfortunes,

like other nations, probably more than an equal thare ; and what hif-

tory of a country is not {o full of them, as almoft to deter one from

turning over the page of hiftory, which is hardly more than a recital
of difaflers ; where years, if years there have been of peace and pub-
lic happinefs, are palled over in a few words, whillt wars, famines,
peftilences, and other great calamities which vex fociety, are de-
tailed in forcible language ? But that page of hiftory fills the Hun-
garian with the deepeft forrow, which records that the crown of
Hungary was worn by a prince from a foreign houfe, and that he

kept his court out of Hungary.

This has now been the cale for a long feries of years. The crown
from being ele@tive has become hereditary in the houfe of Auftria,
whofe court is at Vienna, The fovercign feldom vifits his Hun-
garian dominions; the high office of Palatine was for many years
vacant; no dict was called for twenty fix-years, but the kingdom,
like a province, was governed by royal mandates. Hence this na-
tion confiders itfelf as treated like an Auftrian province, and not
like a poﬁve:.‘fu] klngdom; difcontent and unwillingnefs to fup-
port the public burthens on their part arife, and diffatisfalion and
indifference to their profperity in the court, which in turn con-
fiders them as perverfe {ubjets and ulelefs to the ftate; and hence
a general feeblenefs; and thus a country under a warm fun,

O with
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with a fertile foil, and near eight millions of inhabitants, makes no

more figure amongft the nations of Europe, than a province.

It is certainly an unfortunate circumftance for a privileged king-
dom or province to be under the fame government as thofe which
are arbitrarily governed. Where even governments have nothing in
view but the public good, fo many hindrances in condu@ing pub-
lic affairs are thrown in their way, through party fpirit and unjuft jea-
loufies, by the leaders of the peoplé; that often the beft difpofed
rulers are inclined to a& without enqﬁiring the fenfe of the nation,
and are anxious to get rid of the inconvenience of obtaining its con-
fent ; and the facility they find in governing thofe parts of the em-
pire which they can arbitrarily govern, is always contrafling itfelf

with the difficulties they find in governing the privileged.

Though fome of the neighbouring parts of the Auftrian monarchy
have fill their diets, yet they are for form f{ake alone, and in none of
the important a&s of legiflation or taxation are-thE)r confulted. But
Hungary has flill retained the invaluable right of giving itfelf laws
and - impofing its own taxes, and it jealoufly watches the incroach-
ments of the court. How then could the delpetic government of
Jofeph II. fail to be to this nation a caufe of great complaint, when
it had almoft alienated from him the allegiance of his other fub-
jects accuftomed to be arbitrarily governed 2

The
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The whole government of this well-meaning Monarch was a con-
tinued feries of: alterations and innovations in the governments of
thofe which had no privileges; and of infringements on_ the rights
of thofe which had; where eftablithed principles of government,
modes of taxation, and general police, were, by fovereign mandates,
annulled, and replaced by others. I have feen a_lit of the ordi-
nances publithed by Jofeph 1L, from January 1781 to November

1783, that is, lefs than three years, and they amounted to two hun-

dred and feventy-one.

It was the avowed intention of this Sovereign to form, out of
his extenfive hereditary dominions, peopled by twenty-five millions
of inhabitants, governed by different laws, enjoying different pri-
vileges, {peaking different languages, and in different degrees of
civilization, one uniform government ; where the fame code of laws,

the fame mode and quantity of taxation, and even where the fame
language {hould prevail *; in which privileges fhould ceafe, and the

burthens of the ftate be equally borne.

But before we enter into the detail of thofe innovations, which
produced fuch diffatisfaction, let us take a view of the conftitution
of the kingdom, and obferve the fpirit of the people, for the fpirit

of a people is the only guardian of its conflitution.

* His Belgic fubjeéts may be excepted,
02 The
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The Hungarians are a brave, generous, and hardy race of men.
Voltaire, in his Eloge of Montefquieu, {peaking of this nation, fays,
“ Une nation fiere et généreufe, le fiéau de fes tyrans et P'appui de

fes fouverains.,” - I

This fpirit has preferved to them fome of the moft valuable
rights of a people, and has kept hitherto the ' power of the Monarch
from rifing into arbitrary fway ;—though this has varied here, as
in other countries, as a weak and unfortuhate, or as an ambitious
and fuccefsful one hasreigned. Not only when the crown was
eledtive, as till 1682, in the reign of Leopold L., but even now that it

is become hereditary, in the houfé of Aultria, in gratitude for that

Emperor’s driving the Turks out of Hungary, it is the fundamental
law of the land, that every new Sovereign, on afeending the throne,
fhall folemnly fwear to the nation, to grant them their rights.

Thefe rights have been thought moft facred, and King Andrew II.

in the thirteenth century, went fo far as to promife, in his diploma,
or coronation oath, to allow his fubjects to take up arms againft

him, if he infringed them. Several of his fucceflors, have figned

this diploma, and the fame is ftill in ufe, except that this particular
‘ article, permitting the rebellion of the fubjeds, is protefted againft ;
1 1 - L] -

i , but ‘a coronation oath, of which fuch an article could be a part,

it ~ muft certainly be very favourable to the liberty of the nation,

The two greateft privileges of a people, thofe of legiflation
4 and
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and taxation, are ftillin their hands; and the Sovereign has only
a weto in the legiflaion. The choice of the Palatine, a kind of
viceroy, from four candidates prefented by the Sovereign, and the
reception of ftrangers as denizens, are privileges likewile belong-
ing to the people.  But the King has the unqueftioned right of de-
¢iding on war and peace ; he has a veso in the legiflation; the gift
of the great offices in the church and fate, thofe of the Palatine, and
keepers of the crown, e}:cep.ted . it is he who creates nobility ;, and

coining, and pardoning criminals, are his prerogatives.

Thus the exccutive government of the kingdom is in the hands
of the Sovereign. On his afcent to the throne, in public parade,
on horfeback, he draws his fword, and ftrikes towards the four
points, indicating that he takes upen: him its defence againft its.
enemies from every quarter. ~ But the raifing of {upplies for carrying
on, of war B.elongs to the nation, who. can only grant them in a Diet;
and before ftanding armies were fo general, when. the defence of
the kingdom depended on the nobility, it was here where they met,
to confideriof the number of troops. that were to be brought into.

the field; being convened by the Sovereign for that purpofe.

But what is the:nation ?—Who conftitutes. the people—Ta whom
do thefle valuable rights belong ?~——In this country, as in others
where fociety is in its childhood, the nation, alas! is only the great
ariftocratic body of nobles.and clergy ; and the produdive part of

the-




102 POLITICS

the community, the citizens and peafants, have few or no rights, and
no interference in public affairs ; yet muft fubmiffively bear a/ the

burthens of the ftate.

As the pealants were, till 1785, under the glebe adferiptio, or in
the ftate of villanage, they could never be confidered as forming a
part of the nation ; and the deputies’ of the free towns being con-
fidered almoft as intruders, it was, and fiill is, the ariftocratic body
which checks the power of the Crown ; and it is this body that, ac-
cording to the fpirit of the Hungarian conflitution, the Sovereign
fhould confult with, upon all important ftate affairs, by calling them

together in a Diet,

This Affembly is compofed of magnates, archbifhops and bi-
fhops, lord lieutenants of the counties, abbots, prelates, deputies of
the chapters, deputies from the counties, and deputies from the
royal free towns,

The magnates were originally only the great officers of the Urown,
as the Palatine, the {upreme judge, the lord marfhal, the great cup-
bearer, the fteward of the houfehcld, the mafter of the horfe, &c.
but now the princes, counts, and barons are confidered as fuch.
Thofe who pretend to be acquainted with the true {pirit of the con-
flitution, regard the reception of the princes, counts, and barons,

amongft the maghates, as an innovation. The eldeft fons of this

7 4 great
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great nobility, with the two archbifhops, diocefan and titular bifhops,
with the lord lieutenants of the counties, and keepers of the crown,
conftitute the firft table, or upper houfe; and the lower houfe,
or fecond table, is compofed of the abbots and frelates, the de-
puties of the chapters, from each at lealt two; two or three de-
puties from each of the two-and-fifty counties into which this king-
dom is divided, and a deputy from each of the-royal free towns
If the free towns fend more than one deputy, they have only one
vote; it is fo likewife with the deputies of the chapters; and if the
members of the upper houfe cannot attend in perfon, their deputies,

Gt in the lower houfe.

Though the Diet is thus compofed of two tables, or houfes, yet
they form but one body, as their votes are taken together, It muft
always be recolleéted, that the deputies of the counties are only the
deputies of the nobility. Even the towns are generally reprefented

by the nobility ; but this is their own fault.

The Diet, befides being convened upon all great national events,
thould meet at ftated times. Under Matthias Corvinus and Fer-
dinand L. it was decreed they fhould be annual. Under Leopold I.
it was decreed they fhould be triennial;; and this was confirmed by
Charles VI. and is ftill confidered as the conflitutional period. But -
fovereigns and their minifters often with to' get rid of thefe incum-
brances, and lately, from 1764 to 1790, which is twenty-fix years,.

no:
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no Diet was held, though many important affairs had happened

within this peried, - It ought not to fit more than two months.

This interference of the  people in all the weighty affairs of ftate, |
is juftly confidered by them as one of their greateft advantages ; but
the people here, or, as they are called in their public a&s, which are
in Latin, populus, are, as1 have juflt faid, only the great ariftocratic
body, the nobility and higher clergy. Their exemption from bear-

- ing any part of the public burthens they confider as another valuable |
privilege, of which they ought to be no lefs jealous. So that the
whole taxes for defrgiying the expences of government muft fall im-

mediately upon the productive part of the community ; the burghers
and peafants.

The nobility, which is compofed of titled and untitled, the former

of which may be confidered as the real nobility, and the latter only

as gentlemen, have the exclufive privilege of enjoying all the-pofls

of honour, and of filling all the public offices, and are be exciu-
Jive owwners of the foil, except what lies within the preciné@s of the
free towns ; and a burgher or a peafant may as well think of poffefl-
ing the throne, as of poflefling one inch of land, without being firft
ennobled. Their perfons likewife are privileged, except in a few
cafes, as high treafon, murder, &c. They cannot be arrefted, till
they have been legally tried and convi@ed, And the fimpleft kind
~ of knight fervice is' the only duty they owe the ftate. -~ When fium-

moned
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moned by their fovereign, they mult defend their country. Their
taking the field is called an infirredio, and the high clergy are not
exempt, 'This fervice, from the frequent wars in which Hungary
was engaged, and principally againft the Turks, was formerly a
pretty fevere obligation, for they ferved as a kind of barrier to the
reft of Europe againft this ferocious people. As long as the war
continued within the limits of their country, they were obliged to
maintain themfelves ; but when the war was carried on abrodd, they
were maintained by the fovereign. The number of combatants each
brought into the field was proportioned to his eftate. The arch-
bifhop of Gran and the bifhop of Erlau brought each two ftands of
colours, and under each ftand a thoufand men; the archbifhop of -
Collotza and feveral bithops a thoufand each. In the fatal battle of
Mohatch feven bifhops were left on the field. But fince ftanding
armies have become general, little ufe has been made of this mode of
defence, and no general infurreffion has been fummoned for a great
length of time, fo that the nobility at this day, except now and thien
by a don gratuit, contribute nothing to fupport the ftate. So far
therefore as they confider -only their own immediate advantages,
they have reafon to be jealous of their privileges ; and thefe are af-
fured them by the conflitution : but an immunity to one part of the
community, fince government muft be -fupported, is an impofition
on the others; for fince the nobility will bear no fhare of the ex-
pences of government, the heavier thefe fall on the burghers and
peafants. :

P The
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The burghers being under the more particular care of the fovereign,
and having their own magiftrates, are pretty independent of the no-
bility, and have only to bear the burthens of government. But this
is not the cafe of the peafants ; theirs is a harder lot : for, living upon
the eftates of the nobility, they are under their immediate care and
direction, and may be greatly molefted and injured by their feverity ;

though likewife affifted by their protection and generofity.

As this part of the community is fo very important, by being the
moft numerous, and the moit produtive ; and as its ftate generally
fhows the ftate of the nation in general, which in its progrels in im-
provement has its different ftages pretty conftantly accompanied by
particular difadvantages, 1 fhall be rather diffufe on it; as by this it
becomes a key to the knowledge of the ftate of the whole fociety. !
How unrealonable would it be to expe& to find a country powerful |
and opulent through an improved agriculture, flourithing manufac- |
tures, and an extended commerce, whilft the peafantry are in the =

ftate of villanage !

It appears, however mortifying the thought, that the fame hard ftate
has been the lot of the peafantry almoft thrc')ughout Europe, but at dif-
ferent times ; and that it differs not {fo much in regard to the country,
as the time in which it has prevailed. A Polith and an Englith pea-
fant, how different now in the eighteenth century! Yet the peafants in
our happy ifland were once much in the condition they a7¢ in now in

Poland.
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Poland. Under the Saxons, * there was,” as Sir William Temple
fays, * a fort of people in our ifland in a condition of downright fer-
vitude, ufed and employed in the moft fervile works, and belong-
ing, both they and their children and effe@s, to the lord of the foil,
like the reft of the cattle or ftock upon it.” ~ And upon their fate after
the Norman conqueft, it is further faid, * that thefe villains belonging
principally to lords of manors, were cither annexed to the manor or
land, or to the perfon of the lord, and transterable by deed from one
owner to another. They could not leave their lord without his per-
miflion, but, if they ran away, or were purloined from him, might
be claimed and recovered by a&ion, like bealts or other chattels:
they hgld indeed {mall porticns of land by way of {ultaining them-
felves and families ; but it was at the mere will of the lord, who
might difpoflefs them whenever he pleafed ; and it was upon villein
fervice, that is, to carry out dung, to hedge and ditch the lord’s de-
mefnes, and any other the meaneft offices ; and thele fervices were
not only bafe, but uncertain both as to their time and quantity. . A
villain could acquire no, property either in land or goods: but if he
purchafed either, the lord might enter upon them, ouft the villain,
and feize them to his own ufe ; unlefs he contrived to difpofe of them
again before the lord had feized them, for the lord had then loft his
opportunity.” Such has formerly been the ftate of our peafantry.
¢ There are not,” fays Cowel, ¢ truly any villains now in England,
though the law concerning them flands unrepealed.” They have

rifen by progreflive amelioration into copy-helders, and now bear but
P a {mall
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a fmall part of the original burthens of this bafe tenure. * Tenants
at will by copy of court roll,” fays Bacon, * being in truth bond-
men at the beginning, but having obtained freedom of their perfons,
and gained a cuftom by ufe of occupying their lands, they are now
called copy-holders, and are {o privileged, that the lord cannot put

them out, and all through cultom™.”

It is pleafing to confider, however flow the progrefs of fociety
may be, that the ftate of this order of it is continually ameliorating :

the intereft of fovercigns, the intereflt of religion, the cfforts of ene

lightened men, and even the more humane and enlarged views of the

lords of foil, all tend to render the ftate of the peafantry lefs debafed

and opprefled.

The peafantry of Hungary are farther advanced than their northern

neighbours, the Poles and Ruffians. That hardeft of flates, the being

bound to the foil, yet removeable at the will of the proprietor of it,
with undetermined labour and dues, is paft; and it is fome con-
folation to think, that often, before the law has fixed bounds to the
rapacity of the landlords, by determining the dues of the peafant to
hislord, cuftom in fome degree has done it.  So I believe cuftom had
in fome degree determined this in Hungary, before the Emprefs The-

refa, in 1764, had made known her Urbarium ; which, though pub-

# Bacon on the Ufe of the Law, p. 43.

lithed.
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lithed without the knowledge of the flates, has been received as law.
Neverthelefs, Seventeen Hundred and Sixty-four muft be confidered
as forming an epoch in the hiftory of the amelioration of the ftate
of the peafants, not only by more accurately fixing the reciprocal
obligations of the lord and his peafants, but by fhewing that the latter
were thought worthy of the proteftion of government. © This Ur-
barium 1 think too interefting not to be generally known ; I there-

fore prelent the public with a tranflation of it. :

THE URBARIUM; og,

CONTRACT BETWEEN THE LANDLORD AND PEASANT, AS

FIXED BY LAW.
1. Ofthe Quantity of” Land.

AS the dues from the peafant muft be fettled according to the na-
ture of the farm, which is not everywhere the fame, but various, in
regard to the fituation, and the quality of the land, as well as to its
advantages and difadvantages ; it is thought equitable in the village
of A B that the houfe-ground for the cottage, yard, garden, and barn
fhall be equal to fo much land as is ufually fown with two Prefburg
meafures ¥; and if it be more or lefs, allowance muft be made
for this difference in the other ground, unlefs this difference (hould

not exceed a quarter of a meaflure, which then fhall not be thought

* The Prefburg meafure is about as much as two Englifh bufhels.

5 worthy
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worthy of notice. And for the farm grounds, of arable land, twenty-
four acres, each acre (joch) being reckoned at two Prefburg mea-
fures ; and of meadow land, twelve days mowing, which muft be
mowed only once a year. In cafe the arable land is lefs, allowance.
muft be made in the meadow land, and wice verfa; a da}f's- work of
meadow land being confidered as equivalent to an acre of arable :
this is the land for a whole farm, and after the fame rate, the half;

quarter, or eighth of a farm.

1. Of the Privileges of the Peafants.

According to the 36th article of 1550, they are to enjoy the right
of felling wine from Michaelmas to St. George’s day.

If a peafant poflefles a piece of ground that he or his. father has
cleared, and rendered capable of culture; this can neither be reckoned

as part of the lately mentioned land, nor can it be taken from him,
till he has been reimburfed the expences of clearing, which muft be
equitably determined by the county meeting; but fhould it have been
cleared by another who may have left the farm, then he has no claim

1o it.

Where the fituation and the extent of the eftate permit, they
are to be allowed fufficient pafture for their cattle, a part of which
is. to be marked out, but with the knowledge and confent of the

landlerd,




ROLITICS 11t

landlord, for their draught cattle; upon. which he can let his own
graze, but not thofe of another perfon. ‘Where the pafture is al-
ready too {mall, the landlord muft not render it lefs by turning any

part of it into arable land, or by other means.

Where there are woods, the peafant is allowed to collect the
wind-fall, 'dead woed, &ec. for fuel; and where this fails, he may
make ufe of other wood, but by no means of fruit-trees ; and only

juflt what is neceffary for his family ufe.

Building timber is to be given gratis; but the trees muft be
marked out for him by the landlord; and where there is not fuf-
ficient wood upon an eftate for the peafants, it muft be procured for

them from a neighbouring cltate ; yet only a reafonable quantity.

The acorns are to be allowed them at f{ix creutzers (twopence
halfpenny) cheaper than to ftrangers; but in the predial woods, as

they can make a contra& with the landlord.

When-a village or farm is in pofleflion of a wood, it can ufe it
for fuel and building ; and the Acorns and Knoppern (Galls) like-
wife gratis ; but only for its own ceconomy: but then it cannot de-
mand fuel and timber from the landlord; and if its woods do not
produce Acorns, it mult pay as much as firangers ; yet it is to have

the preference ; but the care of thefe woods belongs to the landlord.
1L aF
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1. Of the Labour or perfonal Service of the Peafants.

Every occupier of a whole farm muft perform one day’s labour

from fun-tife to fun-fet, including the coming and returning, with

four draught cattle every week, the cattle as well as the cart, plough,

&, being his own ; this muft not be divided into two half-days la-

bour, except when the peafant from his own fault, or with a view
to defraud his landlerd, fhould keep lefs, and only bring with him a
pair. To this one day’s labour with a team may be fubflituted two

days hand labour (that is, the peafant without his cattle).

If a difference arife between the peafant and his landlord, about
the length of time to be allowed for coming and returning, itis to be

determined at the county meeting,

Where the diftance of the peafant’s abode from the place where
he is to work, is half a day’s journey or more, the peafant being pre-
vioufly informed, that he may make the requifite preparation, may be
detained four days together every month, the coming and returning
being included ; and in fummer the landlord muft provide pafture for
the cattle, and in winter the neceflary fhelter. In the fhort days of
the months of November, December, January, and February, when
the diftance is only an hour’s journey, or at moft an hour and a half,
the peafant’s coming and returning is not to be included ; but he muft

be at his work from fun-rifing to fun-fetting.

In
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In the harvelt time, hay-making feafon, and the vintage, the fer-
vice with cart and, team, or hand-labour, can be doubled ; which is
to be dedudled afterivards; {o that the quantity of the labour annually
performed fhall’ remain the fames but the cottagers (that is, thofg

withoutland) cannot be compelled to perform this extra harveft work,

When the peafant, from living at a diftance, muft work four days
together;- double labour can be:demanded, but in this manner: hav-
ing performed his four days labour, he may return home, and work
for himfelf alone, the next week ; and thenreturn and ‘perform four
more days labour. Yet more'labour cannot be 'demanded “in the
fammer months, than at moft three:fourths of the whole anniial {er-
vice'; one fourth mufl remain to: be  performed ‘inthe fix ~winter

months.

When rain or other caufes'prevent the peafant, ‘when come, from
performing a day’s work, and he returns, ' the time he has loft muft

be 'reckoned, but not a‘whole day’s work.

Every occupier of a cottage without land muft perform annually
cighteen days band-labour; but thofe who have neither houle nor
land, and only refide on the eftate, twelve days hand-labour. But
cottagers ‘with a fmall piece-of land, lefs than the eighth part of a
bounfe prowid, muoft- give the ninths of “the -produce in kind:or its
equivalént ; but with'refpe to: the ‘other dues dnd fervicet; the'is o
be eonlidered as Pofleffing ne'land.

il A P
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Although the peafant cannot be compelled to perform more labour
than what is fixed by the laws of the land, and the prefent Urbarium ;

yet it is reafonable that, when he is willing to work fora ftranger, he

Yhould in preference work for his landlord, on receiving the fame ad-

vantages, or on making a free contract with him where the county

meeting has not already fixed the price. -

The landlord cannot demand money inftead of labour ; yet where
both parties are inclined to fubftitute money inftead of labour, either
for a limited time, or for ever, it may be done, but in the prelence
of the county meeting : and when cither of the parties is inclined to
difcontinue it, a year’s previous netice or warning muft be given, that
the parties may adapttheir ceconomy thereto, and notice muft like-

wife be given to the county court.

All contra@s between the landlord ard his peafants, as well with
individuals as with whole villages, about fervices or other dues deter-
mined by this Urbarium, muft be fixed in the prefence of the county
meeting ; but when any rights or rents belonging to the landlord,
which do not concern this Urbarium, are farmed out, this is not re-

quiﬁ te.

Befides the already mentioned labour, four peafants muft every
year unite and provide a cart and four draught cattle, to perform a
long journey, yet not more than a journey of two days diflance, and
not upon impaflable roads, nor in the time of harveft, hay-making, or

vintage.
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vintage. ‘This fervice cannot be compromifed by money, not can
it be deferred till next year; and when by unexpeéted accidents it is
extended beyond two days in going there, or when the cart is loaded
back for the landlord, the lofs of time in the firft cafe, and the jour-
ney back in the fecond, muft be dedu&ed from the other labours’; and
all the expences of tolls or other impofts, as likewife the expences
in the inns, are to be defrayed by the landlord ; and in confideration
that fuel and timber are allowed gratis to the pealants, every one of
them pofleffing a cart and team muft carry in a fathom of wood, -
which has been previoufly fallen and chopped up by two days of hand-

labour.

But in lieu of this, the landlord can receive other labour, eftimat-
ing the bringing in of a-fathom of wood at one day’s labour with a
cart and team, and the falling and chopping it up, as one day’s hand-

labour from two peafants : but this can only be demanded in winter.

The peafant is obliged to carry to the place pointed out to him the
ninths of his produce, as well as the bergrecht, (a due from the vine-
yards?) without being allowed to dedué it from the annual dues of
labour ; but ever.y other cafe of carting, horfes for travelling, letter-
carrying, &c. which are not already mentioned in this Urbarium, muft
be deduted from the annual fervice; and he cannot be compelled,
even for ready money, to perform other carting bulinefs, nor to tran{=

port any thing to market ; but the landlord, if he wants his fervice,

Q 2 muft
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muft agree with him as he can ; both partics being free, and no com-

pulfion being allowed.

Where there are mifchievous wild beafts, the peafants’ may- be em-
ployed three days cvery year to deftroy them; but the landlord muft
fupply them with powder and fhot: other labour cannot be {ub-

ftituted to it, nor can money or produce be taken in lieu of it.

Although the peafant, in ferving his landlord-and in‘cartying. on.’
his-own aconomy, and in going to the mill, is to. pay no tolls on the
road, in other affairs he muft pay the ufual tolls, or aflift in the, re-

pair of the roads; this to be at his option.

IV. OFf the Dues.

Every perfon, without exception, occupying a houfe, is to.pay an
annual rent of two fhillings (a gu/den), in two feparate payments,
viz, at Michaelmas and at St. George; but thole who occupy. no

houfe are free from this tax.

Every one occupying a whole farm, muft annually prefent his
landlord with- two . chickens, two capons, twelve eggs, half a. ma/s
(about a pound) of fthmalz (butter that has been mclted) ; and
thirty of them muft unite together, and give one_calf; or, in licu
of it, three fhillings. - |

0 : Every
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Every peafant on the marriage of his landlord or landlady (but
not on the marriage of their fons and daughters), and likewife on
the indu@ion »of | the clergy-(the -chapters and ' convents excepted),
muft! give a moderate contribution of the lately mentioned atticles of
chickens, eapons, &c..:The dccupiers of half farms, and lefs, togive in
proportion. ioBat thelandlord 'may receive thefe - prefents ‘in money,
and ' theniforty=eight  creutzers' (about twenty-pence):is to be the

equivalent from the occupier of a whole farm.

If ‘the landlord be taken prifoner in wat, and it {hould be ne-
ceflary::to redeem his liberty with-a' fum of money, then, according
to an old cuftom, and the thirty-ninth article’ of 1548, the peafants
muft contribute a fuitable yet moderate aid ; as likewife towards the

expences 'of ‘thofe prelates and magnates; who are by royal letters
exprefsly called to the Diet:  the county magiltracy is to fee thatit

exceed not a moderate fum.

For the liberty of diftilling brandy, the peafant muft annually
pay two guldens (four fhillings) for a filL

For the ground-rent-of land that a pealant may intend to.clear,

the landlord/ and: peafant:may form an:agreement ;- but of that al-

ready cleared the cuftomary ground-rent fhall be adhered to;

V. 0f
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V. Of the Ninths of the Produce of the Soily and of the Bergrecht,

A ninth part of all the fruits of the foil is due to the landiord in kind ;
but not from the gardens of the houfe-grounds ; as likewife the ninths
of the lambs, kids, and bees: an equivalent cannot be demanded in
money, nor can thefe dues be extended to other articles not now men-
tioned. Where thefe lambs, &c. are lefs in number than nine, then
the peafant muft pay the landlord three-halfpence (four creutzers) for
each lamb ; five farthings (three creutzers) for-each kid ; and twopence-
halfpenny for every bee-hive ; which, according to the' ninety-fixth
article of 1647, muft not be delayed later than St. John’s day, and
the produce of the foil than St. Stephen’s (except when bad weather
may prevent’; and when the backwardnefs of the feafon has pre-
vented the harvefls from taking place at the ufual time, then the
county meeting fhall determine when the ninths and the tenths are to
be taken away ; which if not done at the fixed time, the peafants

may carry home their own, leaving the ninths on the field,

When a picce of ground has yielded its ninths, and being fown
again produces another crop, no ninths or tenths can be demanded
from this produce, any more than from an extra piece of arable
ground, which is given to make up a deficit in the meadow land or
houfe ground.

The occupier of a whole farm mult either give the ninths of his
" 7 flax
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flax and hemp to his landlord, or fpin fix founds for him; the
landlord providing the raw materials. |

'Though the queftion of tenths does not belong to the regulation
of this Urbarium ; yet if, in fome places, the tenths of articles not
contained in the firft article of the year 1481 fhould have been taken,

this pradtice is to ceafe.

When the ninth of the vintage is taken, it is to be of the fame
quality as the whole of the gathering, and without any over meafure;
and in receiving the ninths, as well as the Jergrech?, no other mea-

fure is to be ufed than the Prefburg meafure, of thirty-two mafs.

As the ninety-feventh article of 1715 clearly ordains that the
bergrecht thall not be raifed higher than the old cuftom; and as it
is provided by feveral laws, that no other meafure than that of Pref-
burg thould be ufed; fo is it hereby ordered, that where this has
not been obferved, and new cuftoms have been introduced, thele il-
legal praftices fhall be fuppreffed, and the ancient cuftom be re-
eftablithed. And where fince that time, on planting new vineyards,
the quantity of the dergrecht has been fixed by a written contraét, or
otherwife, this fhall be reduced to the Prefburg flandard ; but where
fince that time any new dues fhall have been introduced, they are
hereby declared unlawful, and are fuppreffed: and that in future

thefe dues may not be increafed, an account fhall be taken, by order
of
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6ftheteounty court)df*thevineyardsin the hands’ of the peafants,
and of the quantity of bergrecht; in'Prefburg’ mealurey that is to be
given: a copy of which account is to be given to the landlord, an-

other to the peafaat, and ‘a third isto be kept'by the county court.

And “where ‘no wine is‘made’ (that year); tlie peafantmufti give

the ufual bergrecht; but as this is to be taken'in-kind; and-migrein

money, it muft be taken from the pmduce of thc follmmng year.

VL. OF the Rights and Privileges of the Landlord.

The property of peafants ' dying ‘without heirs, and ‘of thole whe
run away, dcvolves to the landlord : the pea.fants therefore muft not
take it; but pive notice to the landlord, ‘who  muft make gc-ml the
debts and incumbrances upon 1t but ‘obferving always the e:ghteenth
article of 17 723. But as this demlutlon carnot  tike pmce where
there is a minor hen- remammg, nor whéfe it is [mrt Uf a farm
which has been divided, as it then falls to the poflefior’ O e orher
fhare; to avoid injuftice, thefe tranfalions Mall not be deterinined
by the officers of the landlord alone, but by the manor comlt s ac-
cording to the inftruftions in Titul. "o, part 3 which fha!I be after-

wards levlied by the County com‘t. :

And when it happens, that, from the févérity of the landlord,
fome of the farms become vacant, they fhall be given to new pea-

fants,
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fants, or thared out amongft the other peafants already fettled in the
village, on the conditions fixed by this Urbarium. The fame is to be
obferved with refpe& to all grounds which are already drawn under

the confcription of the Ports, unlefs the fugitives fhall return.

According to the eighteenth article of the fifth decree of King
Uladiflaus, and the twenty-fecond article of 1729, the right of hunt-
ing, fhooting, filhing, &c. belongs exclufively to the landlords.
This is therefore ftri¢tly forbidden to the peafants.

Although, as it has been already [’cated, the peafants have the
right of felling wine during a certain part of the year ; yet when the
landlord has, or fhall eftablifh, an inn for the accommodation of
travellers, the innkeeper fhall have the exclufive privilege of vending
all forts of liquors, and the making of them.

When sthe landlord, according to the thirty-fixth article ‘of the
yeai' 1550, intrufts the felling of wi‘ne, &c. to a peafant, he fhall,
during this time, be exempt from other fervice; and the landlord
muft give him, as falary,  four denari (about one penny) for every
ermer he fells,

All rents ariling from the weekly markets or fairs, or from the
{hambles and tolls, belong to the landlord; except where formerly

they have been given up to the community by a particular grant,
R VIL OF
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VIL. OF the probibited, and in future to be aviided, Alufes and
: Exceffes.

As the landlord, as protetor of orphans, has the care of their
property, left by their parents, it is not allowed that any part of it
thould be deducted, by any kind of taxes of .E:&mzta;j' and, feparation ;
and likewife the laudemia, the tax of quere-brigfe, and the tenths of
property devifed by teftament, exchanged, or {old, are prohibited..

The peafunts fhall be at perfect liberty to buy and el tobacco,,
honey, wax, fchmalz (melted butter), flax, hemp, and other na-
tural produ@ions, from whom, to whom, and to whatever place,
they think proper; without being in any manner hindered by
the landlord ; much lefs punifhed with fines or corporal punifh-
ments, as illicit traders; without however taking away the privilege
of the landlord, given him by the feventy-fifth article of 1723, which:
allows him a preference when he gives in ready money, and not
by deduing from the dues, the: price” of the articles freely deter-
mined by the peafant; and the landlord. fhall by no means prevent

firangers from coming to buy.

As all monopolies are exprefsly prohibited by law ; fo farming.
out the right of dealing in natural producions, and other obje&ts of
commerce, excluding and limiting thereby the trade of the peafants,,

is likewile not permitted,.

The:
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" The pealants muft not by any means be compelled to grind their

corn at the mill of the landlord, bt wherever elfe they pleafe.

The paying of the babn-weingeldes, which has been illegally intro=
duced, is {upprefled.

The pealants are not to be obliged to give their manute to the
landlord ;. and when they carry his into his vineyards, or clfewhere,

this labour muft be reckoned as forming a part of the annual fixed

fervice.

The illegal and uncommon prafices on fome cltates of demand-
ing the tenths of feathers, and plucking the geele of the- pealants,

is entirely prohibited. .

The peafants‘are not to be obliged to find firaw for ‘binding or
tying up the vines of the landlord. '

The cuftom on fome eftates, of the guards and overfeers of the

landlord’s vineyards being paid by the peafants, is fupprefled.

The maintaining of the fervants of the landlord, fent out on
executions 3 and every daily pay given in ready money; as likewife
the extortions of the guards and huntlmen, are, except the execu-

tion grofehen, as will be mentioned afterwards, entirely forbid.

R 2 It
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It is not allowed to demand money from the peafants, as fecurity

for their not running away ; and where this has already taken place

it muft be returned them, together with the intereft.

The quartering money, as well as the hullar and equipping money,

where they have been introduced, are quite fupprefled.
Ly

In thofe places where the thambles are farmed out to the peafants,
the landlord cannot prefs his own cattle upon them; nor can fleth
meat be fold for ready money by pounds or in pieces amonglt the
peafants, but it muft be cut up in the thambles, {o that the peafants
may buy it there freely and without any difficulty.

The peafants thall not be obliged to buy or fell natural produc-
tions or articles of confumption, not to fell for the landlord fpoiled
wine, brandy, or other liquors; nor are they to make good the
fpoiled wine, &ec. which has been entrufted to them for fale ; nor are
they to ;ranfpoﬁ: the empty veffels, but as forming a part of the

fixed annual labour.

The ben and fickle money (Riiner-und fichelgeld), as likewife the
tent and prefs money (zelt-und prefsgeld), together with the #£ofmafs
introduced into fome places, and the providing with victuals thofe
who ‘come te receive the ninths and the tenths, are all entirely

forbid,

The.

——
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The peafants fhall not be compelled to lend their cafks, either for
the vintage, or for the ninths or tenths of it.

All kinds of dues of natural produions, &c. that can poflibly
be thought of, not included in the aforementioned articles, are en-

tirely fupprefied.

The landlord is not allowed to exchange or fubftitute a piece of
land, for any part of the ground belonging to a farm, except it be

of the fame fize, goodnefs, and fertility ; otherwile he muft return it.

VIIL OF thefe T:&éugs' Jorbidden to the Peafants, and of the Punifh-

ments en i"ﬂ'ﬂg fbf?’é’ﬂ??.

Fines fhall under no prete'ﬁt whatever be Jtaken, except in thofe
cafes where they are exprefsly ordered in the laws ; and then only
after they have been legally impofed in the lord’s court, in the
prefence of the magifltrates (the fublrichters and fublgefchworn ) ;
and even then appeal may be made to the judiciary court of the
county, But when damage may have been done to ficlds, the law
having already ordained what concerns the pounding of cattle, this is
to. be adhered to. :

In all other cafes where there is juft caufe to punifh the peafants,

the offenders muft neither be punithed by fines, which only ferve to

impoverith the punithed ; nor with corporal punifhment (except

2 where
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where the law, of this Urbarium afterwards, fhall otherwife order) ;
but they muft be compelled to work without pay, one, two, orat
moft three days hand-labour, which, however, muft not be de-
manded in the ploughing, mowing, reaping, or vintage feafons, but

at other times.

Although, as it has been faid before, the peafants fhall neither
be punithed with' pecuniary fines, or bodily punithment; yet, as it
may at times happen that the peafant may offend by words or deeds,
or that he cannot be bettered by the lately mentioned labour, and
that confequently fuch offenders muft be punithed with corporal
punifhment ; this fhall be adminiftered in propor-tion to the greate
nefs of the offence, and muft not exceed, for a firong and healthy
man, twenty-four firokes with a cane; and for the other fex, the
fame number with a whip. But the aged, and thole of weak con-
flitutions, fhall be punifhed with imprifonment, and even upon
bread and water, according to the circumftances ; yet they may not
be detained from their labour more than three days; except in thofe
cafes where the crime is of that nature as to belong to the cognizance

of the manor court,

When a peafant is brought into the landlord’s prifon, and is fet-
tered, and put in irons, where it is the pradtice to pay locking-up
money, it thall not exceed fifteen creutzers (about fixpence).

5 = “The
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"The peafants are prohibited to clear ground without permiffion of
the landlord, under the penalty of lofing their labour, and making
good the damages that may have been done by it; but that which is
already cleared cannot be taken away, without making good. the va-

lue of the labour, as before mentioned.

As the care of the woods chiefly depends on the landlord, the
peafants are therefore not permitted to cut wood for poles for fruit
trees, nor for fences, whips or hoops, &c. without particular per-
miffion from the landlord: nor to carry it into other grounds, and

fell it," and fo carry on a trade in wood.

In regard to the punifhing of thofe who cut down trees or bark
them ; they fhall not only make good the damage, but {hall be pu-
nithed with three days hand-labour: butif any one is not deterred by
this punithment, from injuring the woods, he fhall be punithed by
the county court, and the landlord fhall be aflifted to punith him fe-

verely as an example to others.

The peafants are forbid to colle& (to beg?) money or natural pro-
dudflions, and the offenders are to be punifhed with twenty-four

ftrokes of the cane:

The clandeftinely driving of hogs into the woods of the landlord,
i
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is'to be punifhed, when thefe are caught there, with paying twice the

acorn-money, which is fixed for their feeding init.

The peafants are not allowed to colle& Zuoppern-galls, nor to
knock down acorns, as tiley belong entirely to the landlord, but it is
prohibited as contraband, and the offenders are to be further punifhed
with three days hand-labour ; but the landlord cannot make the
peafants colle& them for him otherwife than by reckoning this as a

part of their annual fervice,

Peafants are not to carry a gun, not to keep fporting dogs, under
the penalty of three days hand-labour.

They are ftri€tly forbidden to fell any kind of liquor, except dur-
ing the time‘a]ready mentioned, and the offence is to be punifhed as
contraband, and with three days hand-labour as often as committed ;
but when they poflefs vineyards they are allowed, even in the " period
of the landlord’s exclufive privilcges.; to bring it home for their own

ufe and confumption.
When a peafant, out of idlenefs and careleflnefs, after being called

to his fervice, does notcome to it, he is to be punifhed with twelve
ftrokes of a cane.

If
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If any peafant fhall bring flefh-meat from another place, or cutup

and fell flefh meat, thereby taking away the profits of the fhambles

from the landlord ; this fhall be confidered as contraband, and the
peafant fhall be further punithed with three days band-labour.

The widows of deceafed peafants muft obferve the order of the
twenty-firft article of the feventh of king Uladiflaus, which orders,
that if they marry again they muft not quit their houles without per-
miffion of their landlord, otherwife their whole property fhall be at
his difpofal. :

A village is not permitted to contral debts without the knowledge
of the landlord.

New-comers cannot be received, nor can parts of the land belong-
ing toa farm be exchanged or fold without the knowledge of the land-
lord, under the penalty of lofing the fums received; and in thofe
cales where the fale is permitted by the laws, the )vender muft give
notice to the landlord ; yet he may fix the fale without his confent,

IX. Of the Internal Police,

In filling the office of judge, (of the village) the landlord fhall
prefent three, out of which the community fhall ele@ one, in the
prefence of his officers.  But the landlord can, when the judge’s bad

S conduct
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condu@ makes it neceflary, difplace and puni(h him, and then ano-
ther thall be chofen in the fame manner to fill his place ; but the no-
taries and the fworn may be cholen anddifplaced by the community

without the interference of the landlord.

The judge fhall not, on account of the fervice rendered to the
landlord, ner for other realons, under any kind of pretext, be difs

penfed from paying the contribution (to the ftate).

It is reafonable and requifite, the landlord fhould fee that the pare
tition of the contribution be equally divided amongft the peafants,
according to the direGtion of the county court; and fee that no fraud
is committed ; and therefore he fhall demand an account of it from
the judge, but without any expence falling on the peafants,

Where the landlord negles infpeéting thefe accounts, the county

magiftrates thall,

But the colle&ting and paying into. the county treafure, this contri-
bution, fhall exclufively remain in the hands of the community, and
judge; and the county magiftrates fhall therefore fee that the landlord

or his fervants do not interfere in it.

All the dues from the peafant to his- landlord, fixed by this Utba-
xium,. {hall. be exaltly rendered him ; and in cafe he neglels, he

{hall
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fhall be compelled by execution, The execution grofchen due to
thofe fent out by the landlord on this bufinels, muft be paid daily,
and to thefe only, and by no means to any others employed by the

lord on other bufinefs,

That the oppreft, and thofe who fuffer injuftice, may obtain
prompt fatisfaction, it muft be obferved, that when the complaints
are made againft peafants of the fame landlord, they fhall feek juf
tice from their landlord or his officers : but where the injury has been
done by the officers of the landlord, application muft be made to the
landlord ; and when the complainants do not obtain the reafonable fa-
tisfaction, they fhall apply to the county court: but when the com-
plaint is againft the landlord himfelf, who on their application gives
no rediefs, they muft firaight apply to the county court; and in cafe
the landlord or his fervants fhall punith a peafant for having made
fuch application for juftice to.the county court, or to a ftill fuperior

one, he fhall be confidered as a tyrant,

L

By this ordinance the reciprocal rights of the peafants and their land-
lords are determined, and it appears, that the Hungarian pealant pays
to his lord, for twenty-five acres of arable land (each acre containing
about twelve hundred fquare fathoms), and twelve days mowing of

meadow land, a ninth of the produce of the foil, of the lambs, kids and
o2 bees,
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bees, and about one hundred and eleven days labour, two thillings
for rent, and three fhillings for fowls, butter, &e.

This I conceive to be no hard contra& for the peafant. I have been
informed by feveral great landed proprictors, that they did not receive
upon an average, taking all their dues together, more than equal to
a gulden, or about two fhillings Englith, for an acre. The hard-
fhip lies chiefly in the nature of the contra&t: this is a reciprocal hard-
fhip, as inconvenient for the landlord as for the peafant. It chiefly
arifes from receiving labour for payment ; yet this kind of payment

is always ufed in fimilar cafes, in the firfk ftages of improvement,

. This compels the landlord to keep a great part of his lands in his

own hands, to employ the fabour of his peafants, however he may
diflike rural ceeonomy. ‘The law muft entruft him, as I have lately
faid, with great authority over his peafants. He requires a great
many ftewards, bailiffs, and overfeers to aflift him, and to thefe he
muft delegate a part of this authority over them. From hence arife
complaints from them, on the hardfhip of their fate, and of the feve-
tity of their mafters; and from thefe no lefs complaints of the per-
verfe, obflinate, idle, and difcontented difpofition of their peafants ;.
who by not being interefted in the labour they perform for their

lords, firft are flothful in the performance of this, and then through

cuftom become flothful in their own: and thus a bad Rate of huf-
bandry pervades the lands. A great landed proprietor in Bohemia
affured me, that he found it much his intereft, to accept of fixpence

7 : from
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from his peafants who were obliged to work for him, inftead of a
day’s labour ; and give ninepence to others over whom he had ne
other authority than difmiffing them from his fervice.

It is, I think, a remark of the learned Dr. Fergufon, that nations,
however proximate, feldom receive from one another fuch a difco-
very as can improve the ftate of their fociety, till they are nearly in
a ftate to make it themfelves. Whether this can in any degree ac-
count for the, in fome degree, retrograde fleps of the Hungarian
peafantry, I muft leavc to thofe who are better acquainted with this
part of hiftory than I am, But it appears that the glebe adfcriptio,
or villanage of the peafantry, was ages ago fuppreffed : it was fup-
prefled by Sigifmond; and this fuppreflion was confirmed by feveral
public acls of fome of his fucceflors : but it crept in again®.

The year feventeen hundred and eighty five forms an epoch no lefe:

¥ ¢ The peafants in Hungary could formerly leave their landlords at pleafure. This-

liberty was granted them by a great many laws of the land, as by the fixth article of
the fecond decree, and the fourteenth of the third decree of king Sigifmond, in the year
1405 ; by the fifteenth of the year 1458 by the fixteenth, twenty-feventh, and twenty-
ninth of 15473 the thirty-fourth of 1550; the twenty-feventh of 1566, and feveral
others. This liberty, under Uladiflaus, was taken from all thofe who fuffered them-
felves to be drawn intp the rebellion of that time. From this circomftance, the Hun-
garian nobility has in aftertimes determined on their bondage, which, indeed not every

where, yet in the greateft part of the kingdom, is intreduced.”

Rofenmann’s Staatsrecht, Wien. 1792, p. 193
favourable




134 POLITICS.

favourable for the ftate of the peafantry than 1764. Nothing could
be more contrary to the views of Jofeph II. than a debafed peafantry,
that order through which, had he fucceeded in his plans of reform,
he expected to have received all his refources. The fuppreffion of the
glebe adferiptio took place in Bohemia and Moravia by the order of
this fovereign in 1781, and in 1785 it was extended to this king-.
dom : and Ehough, as we fhall foon fee, this monarch was before his
death obliged to give back to the nobility their antient rights and
privileges which he: had taken from them, and thus cancel his own

als, this a& was excepted.

This right of the peafantry to leave their landlords, did manufacs
tures and the induftry of towns flourith in this kingdom, would be
fufficient foon to make them find their juft value in fociety, and get
rid of unreafonable humiliations : though indeed peafants are little
inclined to change their occupations, and they often remain ecultiva-
tors of the foil on which they are bred under many hardfhips, rather
than become mechanics; and a peafant who fhould leave the eftate
on which he was born, and thould apply to another landlord, would
meet but with little encouragement ; and as a certificate muft firft be
obtained from his laft landlord, fome hindrances can flill be thrown in
the way of thofe who wifh to better their lot.—Such then is the con-

ne&tion between the pealantry and their landlords,

To the public, of which the peafantry here formsno part, they
have obligations likewife ; for, the great ariftocratic body being as I

9 lately




lately faid exempt from bearing any part of the public burthens, thefe
naturally fall upon the citizens and peafants, who are emphatically
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ftyled in the public alts the mifera contribuens plebs.
|

Thele pay a tax which is called a contribation, part into the mili-
tary cheft, and part into the county cheft, or cqffe domeflica ; from

the firft; the military ftationed in the province are paid, and from

pairs of the roads and bridges, and the 'damngcs fuftained by the

peafants by fire, ftorms, and inundations; aund likewife the ex-

e e —

the latter the expences of the government of the county, the re- ]
1
1
pences of the deputies or reprefentatives of the county, that is, of \

the nobility, when attending the Diets. It isaflefled on the abi-

e

lity and opulence of the peafant, in the following manner:

|
|
Deca. E-
The peafant is valued at - e Ep e |
; His 2 Sons capable of working - “ I !
'! 4 Daughters ditto - - & I |
4 Farming fervants, men - - I |
8 Ditto ditto, women - - - I ‘
2 Draught or fat oxen - S5 1 ,
2 Milk cows - - - 1
; 4 Horfes % - - PSS
| 4 Young oxen - - - I
| 8 Calves - - - - I

16 Hogs:
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Decas,
16 Hogs - - - 2 i
32 Young pigs - - I
Winter corn, of a whole farm. - - 2
Summer ditto, ditto 414 H & 2
Meadows producing {ix fiuders of hay 2

A fiill - - - - I
Sheep and bees, according to the profitarifing from them,

If- the peafant is befides a thoemaker, taylor, weaver, fmith, &z,
this makes an additional deca. What is paid for a deca I am at
prefent not able to inform my readers; but I hope to do this in an
Appendix., That part paid into the caffa domeflica muft vary, ac-
cording to the expences of the county. .

The clergy, when united in defence of their own interefts, un-
connected with the other part of the ariftocratic body, with which
they have often a common intereft, and deprived of that influence
which als over the confciences of men, are a very powerful body.
They have in the Diet, according to a paper in Mr. Slotzer’s ‘Staats
Anzeigen, No. 64, about a hundred votes; and the revenues of the
higher clergy, and the great offices they fill, give them fill greater
weight ; for, befides their {pititual charges, many of them are lord
lieutenants of the counties,

The
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The revenues of the archbithops and bifhops are given in the Po-
litical fournal for 1783, thus:

Florins. £. fterl.
The archbifhop of Gran - 360,000  that is, about 36,000
Bilhop of Erlau - = §o,000 8,000
Nitra - - 40,000 4,000
Raab - - 20,000 2,000
Waitzen - 50,000 §,000
Funf kirchen 30,000 3,000
_ Vefprim 50,000 ° 5,000
Archbifhop of Koloticha and Bats 50,000 55000
' Bifhop of Grofs Wardein 70,000 7,000
Ofanad or Zfchanad 9,000 9oo
Zagrab in Croatia 20,000 ' 2,000

Syrmien
Bofnia -25,000 2,500
Tranfylvania 12,000 1,200

The bithoprics founded in 1777, as Stuhlweifenberg, Neufohl, and

Rofenau, are not mentioned in this lift.

This then was the flate of the kingdom in 1780, when, by the
death of Therefa, the fole government of it, with the reft of the
Auftrian monarchy, devolved to Jofeph II.

The Sovereign- was limited, and half thought an ufurper, by
i & not

e e e e
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nof being ‘an Hungarian. = The nobles and clerpy were powerfui
and privileged ; the citizens were debafed, and the peafants were
bandfmen: yet all gloried in the name of magyar, and were unani-
mous in defpifing their German rulers. Jofeph knew alb this:
dwring the ‘life of Therefa he had vifited more than once this king-

domy;»and he was not ignorant whom-he had to govern.

Under thefe unfavourable circumftances, he uadertook the diffi-
cult labour of reform, his favourite object; which he muft be aware
would alienate from him the affe€tion of the powerful among his
fubjects: he knew certainly too well mankind, to think that the
goodnefs alone of his plans would be fufficient to make them well

received, when the condu& not only of individuals, but of whole

communities, is fo much influenced by-intereft, pique, and caprice:

but the temple of JaNUs was'then fhut in all' this part of Europe,

and he could give his mind up entirely to this project.

The firfk error he committed was bis difpenfing with the cere-
mony of coronation ; a ceremony which, however trifling it may

appear to other nations, is thought to be of great importance in

Hungary, - An old author (Tochofferus) fays, “Nemo ut rex legi- .

timus  habetur nifi prima illa corona, quz Stephani, primi regis,
caput cinxit, nempe Angeli monitu a Silveftro Papa, miffa corona-
tus. Ea de caufa, facram vocant, & incredibile ftudio, loco & cul-
todibug deputatis, cenfervant; non aliter quam f1 falus & religio

Hungarie

—
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Hungariz ex ea dependeret.” ¢ No one is confidered to be the
lawful Sovereign, unlels ‘he has been crowned with the crown

which was placed on the head of St. Stephen, which was feat at

the command of Heaven by Pope Silvefter, and is therefore con-

fidered as facred, and is kept with all imaginable care.” It cannot be
fuppofed that Jofeph omitted this to infult the nation, but rather to
avoid {wearing to them, by taking the oath whieh accompanies this
ceremony, to keep facred their rights and privileges, when he in~

tended immediately to deftroy them.

In 1784, he atted no lefs unconftitutionally by ordering the crown
to be brought from Hungary to Vienna. By the lately quoted pafs
fage it is feen in what efteem this is held by the nation, The place
where it thould be kept is fixed by the Diet ; and without a decteée of
this affembly it cannot be legally removed.

By a law under Ladiflaus it was ordered to be kept at Viffegrade ;
but by another decree “of the Diet in 1608, its place of confervation
was altered to Prefburgh. The keepers of it were chofen by the Diet,
and took an oath * not even to /bew it to any one, without permi[ll'
fion of the fovereign and the ftates, and to defend it until death. |

The

* Quoniam fua majeftas regia, atque omnes {latus & ordines Hungarie, in pre-
fenti generali Diwta Pofonienfi congregati, facram ejufdem regni Hungariz coronam,

fimul cum omnibus-ejus clenodiis, fidei & cuftodize mewr concredere dignati funt;: Ideo,

juro per Deum vivum, quod ego, facre regiz majeftati, ac difto regno Hungarie, fide-
' Te lis
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The divifion of the kingdom into counties, with the adminifiration
of their government and police, through ¢ountsiand vicounts or: lord
lieutenants, deputy licutenants and inferior officers, was next fup-
prefled, and a divilion of the kingdom into ten circles, with a royaf
commiffary at the head of each, fubftituted to it. This was no trifling
alteration ; for it took in fome degree a great and honourable office
accompanied with and giving great influence, and which in fome fa-
milies was hereditary, from the nobility, and threw greater influence

into the hands of the lovereign. .

The fame year the glebe adfiriptio, or villanage of the pealants,
was fupprefled. This being done by a royal mandate, and not by
an order of the Diet, was illegal ; and was confidered as an invafion

of therights of the landed proprietors.

lis & obediens ero, dictamque facram regni coronam, fumma fide, diligenti cura, vi-
gilantia ac follicitudine, cuftodia adfervabo; fine prafcitu & voluntate fuz regize ma-
jeftatis & regni, neminem ad illam vifendam & perferutandam admittam 5 aut-alieno illam
tradam; atque quolibet anno, certis temporibus, frequenter huc Pofonium me confe-
ram, & locum confervationis dile coronw diligenter perfcrutabor & infpiciam ; ac ut
{alva femper & fecura perfiftat, omni diligentia & fidelitate curabo; ac, fi quid faf-
picionis, & hoftile, in januis, feris, vél patietibus, advertero; de eo confeltim facram
majeftatem fuam regiam, vel palatinum edocebo. Item fi quem motum, vel tumul-
tum, in regno hoc oriri, contingeret; de illo quoque, ad majeftatem fuam regiam,
& dictum palatinum fubito referam 3 & ad cuftodiam di€te coronm majus prefidium
humiliter petam : ac in perfona mea, ad mortem & vite exitum, fdeliter & conftanter

il adhiftam, omneque periculum pro poflc meo, ab illa avertam.

The-
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T'he royal mandates now became more arbitrary and defpotic. = In
this kingdom feveral languages are in common ufe in particular dif-
tricts ; and the public aéts and proceedings are accordingly carried on
in thefe difféerent languages. Jofeph, whole favourite projeét was to
form out of his vaft poffeflions one uniform government, publithed
an order, that after three years all public bufinefs fhould be tranf-
acted in the German language; and thofe filling the public offices,
if they did not make themfelves mafters of this language, not only
to {peak it, but to write it likewife, fhould be difmiflcd the public fer-
vice. The Germans form but the fmalleft part of the people of
Hungary, and are looked upon by the Hungarians as a kind of in-
truders: how muft it not then have enraged the latter to be obliged
to learn their language ! An old MAGYAR to be obliged to learn, and
to learn the GermaN language! To fuch this mandate muft have:
been more terrible than the news of the invafion of the Turks.
Not but this language is. pretty generally known to moft of them:

above the vulgar, in the cultivated parts of the kingdom.

Some alterations in the mode of adminiflering juftice added like-

wile to the difcontents.

But the introduéion of the Jand tax rendered the nobility almoft
outrageous.  Hitherto the lands in the hands of the pleds had only

paid ; now all were to be equally taxed, and no refpect was to be

paid to the occupier or proprietor of the foil ; only to the fertility:
of
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of it, and its local advantages. But to apply this mode of taxation,
it wag found requifite to'meafure every piece of land in the kingdom;
and to aftertain its produ&ive powers: and this Jofeph ordered to
be executed, and with the greatcﬂ: expcdition. People totally unac-
quainted: with land furveying, from'the want of a fufhicient number
of proper perfons, were therefore obliged to be employed; and
through the ignorance of thefe, and probably from the fecret oppos
fition of thofe who were affeéted by this tax, great errors were coms-

mitted : this was a further caufe of complaint.

During thefe reforms, which, if prafticable, required to be infro-
dueed with the greateft circum{peltion, and under the moft favour-

able circumftances, Jofeph involved himfelf in a war with the Turks.

It is well known that the Aufirian arms acquired no Taurels in the
beginning of this war, Andl thi great dearth of corn was felt in
the Auftriadt camp. = Hungary i looked upon as the granary of
Auftria; and it could, though corn was not-as ufual plentiful that
year, have affifted its Soverei'-gn,-* had it been fatisfied with his con-
dut towards it. But it refufed its afliftance, and Jofeph publifhed
an order to oblige the landed proprietors, whom he was about to
depr_iire of ‘their privileges, to deliver “into the m);a[ magazines a
certain quantity of corn, at 4 Pfic‘e. fixed by himfelf. The price for
wheat was four fhillings a metzen (about two Englith Eufhels] s for
barley two (hillings and fixpence, and oats'two fhillings, © Ote half
. 4 of
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of the corn delivered 'in, was t0 be paid for in ready’ money, and
the other half after the war. Thefe pri(;cs were indeed higher tham
the ufual market prices ; but on account of the war, wheat was fold
in the ‘market for eight fhillingé, and the other kinds of corny higlr
in proportion. Some obeyed through' fear: the order of ithe Ems
peror, others would adt, . Where the military 'were quartered, force
was employed. - :Hay was likewife demanded. - 7 large landed pro=
prietor affured me,; that the fucceeding winter he! loft - mdny {core of
cattle, for want of this atticle, which had been taken- from: him:.

This added much to the difcontents alteady raging.

Norcan it be fuppofed, that Jofeph did not extend his reforms in
religious matters to Hungary. At the very beginning of his.reign,
he difpleafed the Catholic clergy, by giving toleration to the Proteft-
ants, He took away their churches, and applied them to profane. yet
ufeful purpofes: he 1'uppreﬂ'e‘:-l their monafteries and convents ¥, and
changed and new modelled their feminaries of learning. Even the
towns. lradt fomething to complain of ; for he took from them fome

of their privileges, and put them under the jurildiGion of the circles.

Againtt thele violations of the laws of the land, very bold repre-

fentations were made by feveral of the counties; and the dil-

* According to De Lucca, 130 monafteries and {even convents: were {upprefled by
Jofeph i At prefent, according to the fande author, there are 168 monafteries and

eleven convents in this kingdom.

fatisfaltion
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fatisfaltion of the nation reached the Sovereign’s ears by various

means.

Though the furveying of the kingdom was begun in 1785, as lay-
ing a foundation for the affeffment of the general land-tax ; yet the
tax itfelf was not fixed till February 1789, and it was not to be put
in force till November of the fame year. Then, as a part of the
fame vaft fcheme, all dues from the peafant to his lord, in labour
and produce, were to ceafe, and about eighteen per cent, according
to the aiTcﬂ'ment, was to be paid in lieu of it. The taxes like-
wife from the peafant to the Sovereign were to ceafe, and about
twelve per cent. was to be paid in the fame manner : fo that feventy
pes cent, remained for the peafant, after paying his landlord and
Sovereign.  As no land was to be privileged, fo naturally the lands
of the nobility and clergy were to pay the twelve per cent, for

the public fervice ; as well as thofe in the hands of the peafant.

Joleph’s health was much impaired by the fatigues of the firft
campaign againft the Turks ; and in 1789 it was expected he would
{oon terminate Lis carthly carcer. WHhilft at war with the Turks,
and a Pruffian army on the frontiers of Auftria, his fubje&s in the
Netherlands were in open rebellion ; and complaints and threats of
further infurreion aflailed his throne, or rather his death-bed, from
cvery quarter.  Hungary and Tyrol, the freeft of his people, were
the loudeft in their complaints; but the flates of Bohemia, Moravia,

0 and
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and QGallicia were not indifferent to his arbitrary goveranment; and
the lower clafles of the people who were the obje@s of this monarch’s
particular care, were complaining of the high prices of the neceffaries
of life.

Arbitrary indeed was the government of Jofeph;:yet noone I think
will queftion the goodnefs of his intentions, however they may difap-
prove of his meafures., - How fevere a mortification muft it not have
been to him, after pafling {o many fleeplefs nights in planaing for the
welfare of his people, to find nothing but difcontent and diffatisfaction

within their breafts, and this, when the ftate of his health required the

 fincere applaufe of his fubjeds, the greateft recompenfe to a patriot

king, as a eordial to {upport his drooping fpirits, now opprefled with
difeafe! Yet flillcomplaint., And now every bright hope of high pub-
lic: profperity, through the introdu&@tion of his wife political inftitu- |
tions, he found daily decreafing. How willingly he would have
obeyed an earlier call of death, which fhould have refcued him from
greater mortifications ! Yet, quick as the fummons came, it was too
flow to fave him from the cruel punithment of being obliged to cancel
with his own hand the aés of his whole government, and of thus

making, on his death-bed, an amende honorable to public opinion and

ariftocratic rights.

On the 4th of February 1790, he publifhed the following revoca-.
tion, and on the twentieth of the fame.month he retired at -once
U ' from
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from the vexations of government, and the world. ¢ Since we in-"
tend to open the Dict, which we promifed you on ourroyal word on
the 18th of December of laft year, after the conftitutional coronation
ordained by the fecond article of the decree of the Diet of 1 723, and
after the figning of the inaugural diploma ; and {fince we intend per-
fonally to attend this Diet, we have thought proper to defer it until
péace, that we being free from the cares of war and recovered from
the difeafe which enfeebles us, may be able to devote ourfelves en-
tirely to the affairs of the kingdom, which are the object of the deli-
Beration of the Diet: and that you may have no canfe of uneafinefs,
whilft’ waiting for this yet indeterminate time, we have refclved that
it fhall not be deferred further than the year 1791. Accordingly we
promife you upon our royal word, that we will call the Diet next
year, which fhall be held as the laws of the land ordain: and that
we may not confine to this alone our paternal kindnefs towards the
Hungarian nation ; and to fatisfy your withes alfo in this fhort inter-
val until the holding of the Diet, we have of our own free choice ta-
ken the refolution to place the adminiftration of the ftate and of juf-
tice, from the 1ft of May of this year, entirely in the ftate we found
it in 1780, upon the deceale of the Empréfs and Apoftolic Queen our

dear mother, when we took upon ourfelves the government.

« Although we have fince this time changed fome of the branches of
the public adminiftration, with the view to advance the intereft of the

kingdom, and in hopes that taught by experience you would approve
9 : of




: POLITICS. - 147

of it; yet as we are informed that you prefer the former mode of ad-
miniftration, and that you feek and find your happinefs in the main-
taining it, we make no difficulty likewife in this matter to comply
with your defire ; for the welfare of the people intrufted to our care
being the only objec of all our wifhes and efforts, that way which
is pointed out to us by the unanimous voice of the nation will always
be the moft agreeable to us. Accordingly we declare by this, that
as foon as all the counties of the kingdom are reinftated in their for-
mer authority given them by thelaws, in refpect as well to the trani-
afions in general and particular congregations, as to the conftitu-
tional ele@ion of magiftrates ; and as foon as the royal free towns and
free diftrics fhall be reftored to their former altivity, all the other
aés publifhed fince the commencement of our reign, which accord-
ing to the common opinion may feem to be contrary to the laws of
the land, fhall be revoked and lofe their force.  But to avoid all con-
fufion that might happen in the public adminifiration ; before further
notice is given to you concerning the formal revocation of the for-
mer alts (for which purpofe we have already given the requifite or-
ders), it is our will, that nothing be done by private authority, and
that you pay obedience to the prefent lord-licutenants of the countics,
till the (former) lord-licutenants can enter upon their offices. Further
it is our. will, that our ac of toleration, the regulation concerning
. the ecclefialtical offices, and what we have ordered in favour of the
peafants, as well concerning their treatment as the tie of fubjection,

fhall remain in force; in as much as thefle aéts may quite be conci-
U2 liated
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liated with the laws of the land, and are founded upon a natural rea-
fonablenefs : and the arranging of the ecclefiaftical affairs is our duty
as firlt patron of the church: and we are convinced that you have,
after your realonable manner of thinking, already given them your
moft perfe&t approbation. Finally, that nothing may remain undone-
towards completely {atisfying your wifhes, we have ordered that the
crown and the other infignia, which we in the mean time have pre-
ferved in our trealury, fhall be carried immediately to our royal pa-
lace in Offen, where we have already given orders to prepare a pro-
per placefor them, where they fhall be kept as the law ordains. By
thefe regulations, made according to the eftablithed laws, you receive:
a frefh token of our paternal love towards the Hungarian nation, and
at the fame time an everlafting witnefs, that fince the legiflative
power, according to the laws of the kingdom, is equally divided be-
tween the prince and all the ftates of the kingdom, we likewile will
fupport the rights of the ftates, and deliver them over to our fuccef-
for in the fame ftate we received them. We promile ourfelves like-
wife that you will fupply the wants of the ftate for the campaign of
the prefent year, by furnithing corn for the fupport of the troops af-
fembled for the fafety of the kingdom, and by furnithing of recruits.

- " 3
in the manner which may appear to you moft proper.’

Thus was a reign of nine years, which at firft promifed to form
a brilliant epoch in the hiftory of Europe, almoft erafed from its

page. Yet muft it be recorded as a leffon to other rulers, to teach
them
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them that the feelings and wifhes of a people are not to be flighted, nor
2 nation to be governed like an eftate, and that even good regulations
and inftitutions fhould not be arbitrarily nor too haflily introduced.
Good princes are often metaphorically called the fathers of their people.
As the head ofa family Jofeph governed his dominions; he defired the
welfire of his children; and he planned for their happinefs, and withed
them to receive with fubmiffion his plans, which he would have 1m=
mediately exccuted. It is faid by his biographer Pezzel, that being
advifed by his minifters not to be fo hafty in his reforms, he faid, ¢ Of
a1l that I undertake, I will immediately fee the effects: when I put
" in order the Prater.and Augarten, 1 did not take young fhoots which
might only ferve the next generation, but trees under whofe thade 1

mylelf and my cotemporaries might find pleafure and advantage.”

This revocation beinga compelled one, the diflike and miftruft of
the nation was as inveterate as ever towards the Houle of Auflria,
and it required the greateft circum{peion in'his fucceflor to quiet his
entaged people.. <In fome places the people had the boldnefs to burn
the ‘public edi@s of their fovereign, under the gallows, on the news

of his approaching death,

In this critical fituation Leopold afcended the throne ; but reludt-
antly entered his Hungarian dominions, to receive with trembling
hands the enfigns of power from his incenfed people, many of
whom wifhed to fet afide their Aufirian connedtions. An Hunga-

rian

&
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rian author, fpeaking of the ferious afpe@ of the kingdom at this
period, exclaims, * Deum immortalem! quam tetra, quam ligubris,
quam funefta fuiffet tunc harum ditionum facies ! Cades, incendia,
rapinz, vaftitas univerfum regnum & florentiflimas regni civitates
miferandum in modum deformaffent; vici omnes & oppida acervis
corporum, & civium fanguine redundaflent; templa ipfa Dei O. M.
ac delubra nefariis ignibus conflagraffent! nifi divina, eaque fingulari
providentia Leopoldis IL quafi de ‘calo miffus, habenas imperii
capefliviflet ;. qui- patriam, vitamque omnium noftriim, bona, for-
tunas, paréntes, cognatos, atque aras ipfas, ex flamma ac ferro & .
pene ex faucibus fati ereptas & confervatas nobis reftituit. Ille
leges, jura, libertatem; veterem formam tegiminis priftino loco collo-
cavit ille comitia, folennem fui inaugurationem, jusjurandum, ce-
teraque omnia quorum dilatio animos antea perculerat, preftitit ;
ille medium illum, qui populum & regem dividebat, parietem demo-
litus eft : ille mutuam cives inter & principem  fiduciam quafli ab in-
teritu fufcitavit; ille fubje@os jam propemodum  teinplis, meenibus,
ac tetis nofhis,' circumdatofque ignes réflinxit ; ille diftrictos gladios

a Jugulis noftris fingulafi fapientia, & divina quadam animi modera=

€

tione, rejecit *.”’ “ Heavens! what a melahcholy and dreadful
afpet thefe poffeflions would have prefented ! Rapine, flaughter, and
conflagration would have’ ftalked over the land; and would have

defiroyed the kingdom ; unlefs it had pleafed the Almighty to fend

* Oratio pro Léopoldo a Step. Pallya.

. Leopald
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Leopold to take the reins of government into his hands, who has
faved us from fire and fword, and has {natched us, as it were, from

the jaws of fate.”

Complaints therefore, from every quarter, on the illegal govern-
ment of Jofeph were prefented to his fucceffor Leopold. The re-
prefentation from the county of Neitra, on the 2d of March 1790,

is exprefled in this harfh language ;

“ We faw the facred crown of the kingdom taken away : we faw
God robbed of his churches; the laws of their facrednefs ; parents
of their children *; the nation of its language ;' the kingdom of its
privileges ; the dead of their cuftomary burial. We faw the mean-
eft kind of flatterers hatch plans, and leave nothing undone which
could in any manner contribute to the deftruétion of the kingdom.
We faw the {acred veflels profaned ; the refpect of pre-eminence over-
turned; the power of the pofleflor of the foil diminifhed; the education
of youth fpoiled. We faw men well deferving of their country, and
learned in the fciences, deprived of their places; but foreigners, and
ordinary people, who neither through birth, nor through morals,
uprightnefs or experience, had diftinguithed themfelves, put in the
place of thofe induftrious children of the country (the natives), as

teachers of the German language. We faw the native inhabitants

*_Alluding probably to taking of recruits.

occupying
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occupying public offices, engaged by an oath to undermine -the
liberty of their country ; many of them break boldly into our cellars
and granaries; and take from us, without citing, hearing, or con-
viQing us, corn, fheep, and children (recruits?) without refpeting
our common origin, or availing themfelves of the power of the
laws. We faw the fertility of our country’s foil, to which the blood
of our forefathers had given' fertility, magnified in an extraor-
dinary manner, and to our injury; and what is ftill more, an oath
exprefled to give credibility to this falfehood. We faw our country
arbitrarily meafured ; many millions (of guldens) expended on a
mob compofed of various nations, which devoured our money gained
with blood, fweat, anid hard labour, and mifufed our property, to

maintain common proftitutes, &c.”

National hatred againft the Germans, with patriotifm, arofe more
violent than ever. Every thing German was defpifed, and this
people were liable to be infulted if not protected by the Hungarian
drefs ; for the patriots were more than ufual attached to their manners
and drefs; and the :rrw;g/z‘acbe.r, which, with the polithed part of fo-
ciety, were grown out of ufe, were again introduced. The more
violent were for carrying things with {fo high a hand, as to confider,
fince jofeph never was crowﬁéd,'the Auftrian fucceflion to be at
an end. Many were for a new ‘dipfoma, or bill of rights; and
it is certain one was really drawn up, in which the Sovereign was

to be deprived of the right of nominating to the public offices; and
all
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all the charges in the mines, poft-office, &zc. &c. were to be ex-
clufively given to the nobility; the fovereign was not even'to appoint
the officers of the army, nor to fix their pay. He was to be com-
pelled to refide in Hungary, and the government of the kingdom was
to be entirely feparate from the other part of the Aulftrian dominions.
He was to have no wvefo in the legiflation, and the ftates were to
have the privilege of aflembling without his order. Taxing the land
was not even to be thought of. The ftates were to be allowed to
form treaties of commerce without the confent of the king, and coin-~
ing was not to be the prerogative of the crown. . Peace and war were
not to depend on the king, nor was he to form treaties, without the
confent of the Rates ; and he was to include in his coronation oath the
thirty-firft article of the fecond of King Andrew, which permits the
fubjes to take up arms againft their fovereign, if he fhould infringe
their rights. But the moderafes were contented that affairs {hould
be put in the ftate they were in, on the Emperor Jofeph’s accellion

to the throne; and thefe, fortunately both for fovereign and people,

prevailed.,

The crown, about which {5 much ftir was made, was fent back
to Bude on the 18th of February, thaT-is, two days before Jofeph’s
death. How much this ‘is valued, and how it was received by the
nation, may be feen by this trifling letter, written at the time, and

printed in Mr. Slotzer’s Staats Anzeigen, No. 54.

“ The crown, the greateftjewel of royalty, is brought back with

X the
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the greateft pomp and imaginable joy :* wherever it pafled in its jours
ney from Vienna to Bude, the moft magnificent preparations were

made for its reception. The fplendour of the ladies in the Hun-

garian drefs, was never equalled before: they wore blue petticoats,
with fhott jackets of the fame colour turned up with fur, faced with
gold; their head-drefles were black velvet kalpacks * with gold lace
and feathers.

“ Patrioti{m awakes in all its force: every body wears the Hungarian
drefs: fuch a feene of joy was never known before : here with us, like-
wife, the crown was received with all imaginable pomp. As it was-
depofited at night in the chapel of the palace, the whole city and fub--
urbs were illuminated : this was a moft beautiful fight, and ovr ftreets.
being long and ftraight contributed much towardsit. Woe to thofe
who did not keep their lamps in proper trim, or who put them out
too foon! Their windows were broken without mercy. Inevery fireet,,
throughout the night there was rejoicing, and whole crowds of peo-
ple paraded about with mufic, and cried, ¢ Huzza! Thefreedom of the
Hungarian nation for ever.” I can now form a pretty good idea of
the revolutions in France and in the Netherlands. 1t feems to me as-

though 1 were there, for I never in my life faw any thing equal to

this. It was on Friday the rgth of February that the crown arrived’

here, to be further tranfported to Offen. Only imagine what extra-

# A kind of Huffar cap.
o ordinary
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ordinary joy was demonftrated on its return; when even all religious
reftraints ceafed, and our bifhop gave a grand fupper to the keepers of
the crowri, and the nobility, where flefh was ferved up; and in the-pub-
lic ftreets and houfes there was dancing as in the Carpival. I muft de-
fit ; I can by no means defcribe every thing : yet I mufttell you, that
the crown was expofed to public view on the altar of the cathedral
church: the nobility were very defirous of feeing it: it was kept at
night in the palace chapel, guarded by the officers of the county, and
town magiftrates, with naked fwords, On its arrival at Offen on the
2 1t of February, the city notary Francie Balaft, in the name of the
magiftrates and citizens, addrefled the keepers of the crown in a Latin
oration, in which he congratulates the nation on its return, which he

confiders as the pledge of the return of its rights *,

The people now in pofleffion of their crown, their rights reftored,

and

% ¢ [ixcelli Procexes, facr regiz coronz cuftodes | Quam, aufpice Supremo Numing,
aute ofto propemodum {z=cula Auftricus, archipra{ul Cologenfis, divg regi Stephano at-
tulit & Sylveltro nominis hujus Ildo, Romanerum maximo pontifice, facram regni
hujus Fungariz coronam, candem 2 triftibus Ifabeliw regine temporibus ex hac urbe
et arce Budenf abfentem, dum hodie folenni hocee ritu rurfum per vos, Excelfi Pro-
‘ceres, reduci, et velut exoptate felicitatis teffleram: ad gremium regni et urbis iftius in
avitam regni fedem modo collocari cernimugs gaudet populus, lztantyr ciyes, exultat
nobilitas, univerfi denique regni ftatus.et ordines fuorum votorum compotes fieri gratu-
lantur maxime. Nec immerito. Felicem enim patriam noftram, cui-diadema.iftud re-

gium, ex diverfis falvum periculis, in finum fuum, tanquam firmum redditi veteris ju-

2 ris
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and their grievances redrefled; the effervefcence fubfided; and the
fame of the wifdom of the new fovereign daily diminithed the re-
maining - difcontents, And Leopold, a few months after his taking
the reins of government into his hands, ventured to affemble the
ftates of the kingdom in'a Diet ; after a-vacation of fix-and-twenty

vears : and the following bufinefs was tranfacted.

The firft- article only concerns the aféent of Leopold 'TI: to the-

throne,

The fecond contains his inauguration oath, which is the fame as
that taken by the Emprefs Therefd, Herein he promifes, that the
royal crown fhall be kept in the kingdom, and be guardeéd by the

crown keepers, chofen from among the members of the ftates; that:

the lately acquired countries, which formerly belonged to the king--

ris et poteftatis pignus, ad commune gentis Ungrice decus licet reponere.  Glorietur
proinde triumphans wtas noftra ; et non minus ultima quaque plaudat pofteritas. Dig-
num propter ea, ut aﬁguﬁiﬁimo principi noftro, a cujus benignitate et clementia hie
accipimus, immortales i homagiali fubmiffione referamus gratias. Dignum,-utincly=
tis {tatibus et ordinibus, quorum in exorando principe virtus fuit eximia, perpetua lite-
mus gratitudine. Nos vero Budenfes iacole, quibus facrum hunc thefaurum femper
coram venerari conceditur, ®terna diei ifti fpondemus folennia; vebifque, Excelfi Pro-
ceres et Cuftodes, ad tuendum pro -gcnt-is. Ungrice- beatitate hoc regale ornamentum;
omne robur, vitam et fortunas in adjutorium fanéta voti religione addicimus et confe-
eramus.” -

dom
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dom of Hungary, fhall be united'to it; that when the prefent fa-
mily which fits upon the throne fhall be extiné, Hungary fhall
again become an elective monarchy ; and that all his majefty’s fuccef-

{ors thall be bound to take this fame oath,

The third ordaine; that'in future the inauguration and coronation -

fhall take place within fix months after the deceafe of the laft foves-

reign.

The fourth is concerning the ufual'prefent from the ftates to-his

majefty.
The fifth is on the election of the archduke Leopold as Palatine,

The fixth decrees that the crown fhall be always kept at Offen.

1

The féventh takes the manor of Munhats from the royal domains,
and fubfiitutes to it a diftriét in the county of Bats.

The eighth decrees that Count Jofeph Keglevich of Bazin, com-
mander of the order of Saint Stephen, chamberlain to his majefty, and
Jord lieutenant of the county of Torn ; and Count Michael Nadath,
heir of Fogaras, chamberlain:to his majefty, and hereditary lord licu--
tenant of the county of Komorn; fhall be the keepers of the crown, .

being unanimoufly chofen by the ftates..
The.
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“The siinth fays, that the king promifes to refide longer in Hungary

'than has been of late the cuftom,

The tenth decrees that the kingdom of Hungary fhall be indepen-

«dent of the other Auftrian dominions, and fhall not be put on the

fame footing with them, but have its own particular government as

decreed in 1715 and 1741,

The eleventh orders that the limits of the kingdom fhall not be al-
tered, that the differences which have arifen concerning them fhall be
fettled, and the parts that have been feparated from it fhall be re-

united.

In the twelfth, the king voluntarily acknowledges that the power
of making, laying afide, .and interpreting the laws, is a joint prero-
gative of the fovereign and the ftates ; and he promifes that he will
not govern by royal mandates, edi@s, and patents; that the courts of
juftice fhall not be altered by him, nor their judgements changed or
revifed, but that he will put them in force according to the intent of

the law.

“The thirteenth decrees that the Diets fhall be held every third
year, and oftener if the ftate of affairs requires it.

The fourteenth ordains that the adminifiration of the affairs of

the
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thie Kingdom belongs to the council of the lieutenancy (Staathalter-
ey-ratl) of the kingdom, whofe duty it is to make reprefentations to
the Sovereign, if his orders tranfmitted to them to be enforced be

contrary to the fundamental laws of the Kingdom..

The fifteenth conftitutes a committee to draw up, a plan for the

education of youth, and for the liberty of the prefs, In

The fixteenth the king promifes that public tranfactions (hall not
be cartied on in -a foreign language ; but, that, the Hungarian - may
become more general, a teacher of this language fhall be appointed
in the academies and gymnafia, For the prelent the bufinefs of the

courts (dicafleria); fhall’ continue to be tranfadted in. the Latin lan-

guage.

T'he feventeenth putsin force the eleventh article of 1741, the
King promifing to admit Hungarians into his miniftry, and to put
thofe, who are properly qualified, in a fituation of being employed
in the diplomatique line ; and further, that only Hungarians {hall be

employed in the management of the internal affairs of the kingdom ;-

_and in the external they fhall be admitted.

The cighteenth is concerning the oath to be taken by thole em-
ployed in the courts; and it orders that no one, on a mere accufa-
tion, fhall be difmiffed from his office.  Tn.

The
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~The nineteenth the king promifes, that no fubfidies, either in mo-
-ney, natural produdlions_or recruits, thall-be demanded, either from the
Atates, or the tax-bearing people ; not even under the name of a free
gift, or other title, but only in the Diet; but the maintenance of the

eftablifhed military fhall always be fixed from one Dict to the other ;

and the eighth article of 1715, and the twenty-fecond of 1741, on
this fubje&, are hereby.confirmed.  In

The twenticth the king is fo good as to promife, that the price
of falt (it is a royalty) fhall not be raifed, except on prefling occalions,
out of the Diet. In

The twenty-firft the king fays he will take care that “the ninety-

ninth article, concerning the public fund, fhall again be put in force. ‘

The twenty-fecond. decrees that the Poft fhall be put under the di-
rection of the council of the lieutenancy, &c. ; and that the admini- ‘

ftration of the mines fhall be ameliorated. By i

The twenty-third the King is to fee that the churches, and other

fimilar foundations, are not deprived of their rights.

The twenty-fourth confirms the rights and honours of the Palatine,

Primate, Ban, and Tavernicus.

The twenty-fifth confirms the rights and priviléges of the royal

free
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free towns, mining towns, the diftricts of the Fazygers and Cumanians,

‘and the fix towns of the Haydukes.

The twenty-fixth is on matters of religion. (See the next article

on the ftate of the Proteftants).

The twenty-feventh gives the non-united Greeks permiffion to ac-
quite landed property, and to fill the public offices and charges.

A

The twenty-eighth reftores the counties of Temefwar, Torantal

and Kraflo to their right of fitting and voting in the Diet.

The twenty-ninth gives the Jazygers, Cumanians, and Haydukes

the right of fending feverally two deputies to the Diet.

The thirtieth conftitutes the cities of Temefwar, Therefianftadt,

Pofega, and Carlitadt, royal free towns,

The thirty-firfk prohibits games of hazard, under the penalty of a

hundred ducats {about fifty pounds).

The thirty=fecond decrees, that the privileges granted by Jofeph I1.

are only valid when confirmed by his prefent majelty.

The thirty-third orders: that a committee fhall be chofen to draw

up a plan for making a military enumeration of the people.
Y ‘ The
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The thirty-fourth declares the orders of the laft government for
mealuring the kingdom, together with the claims for the expences
incurred in this bufinefs (except the claims of private perfons), to be:

invalid, and-orders that in future no fuch meafuring fhall be made.

The thirty-fifth determines the connefion between the landlord!
and his peafants, confirms the Urbarium “introduced by the Emprefs.
Therefa, till the Diet to be held in 1792 ; when this fubject is to.
be reconfidered: recommends the county couits to fee that the pea--
fants are not opprefled ; acknowledges the perpetual fervitude of the
peafants to be contrary to the rights of man, and injurious to the
ftate; and to have been fupprefled in 1405, in the reign of Sigifmond;
in 1458, under the Stadtholder Szylagy'; in 1547 and 1550, tnder
Ferdinand I. ; and in 1566, under Maximilian : but to have crept in
again ; and decrees its entire abelition ; and gives the peafants leave
to quit their landlords, after paying their dues and rents; and. to
difpofe of their moveable property: yet too great an emigration
from any diftri& is to be prevented, as being ‘injurious. to the:

nation.

The thirty-fixth orders: that the privileges of acquiring. landed
fnroperty, granted by ]o{'epli 1L, and. the tights of thofe who have
acquired’ them;  fhall remain undetermined till the next Diet ; the
prefent poffeflors however remaining in-thie mean time in- quiet pof-
- feffion and that the population and induftry may be - increafed, his
majefty promifes. to divide the eflates lying in. the counties of

6 e Temelwar,,
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Temefwar, Kraflo, Torantal, Bacs, Arad, and Tfanadd, amongft thofe

who are deferving of them. -In

The thirty-feventh the king promifes that the corn and hay de-
livered, by order of Jofeph, to the army, fhall be reckoned as part
of the contribution ;\ that he will take into confideration the cafes
of thofe who have fuffered by the Turkifh war ; but to favour the
royal treafury, the nobles and free towns are only to be paid for
what they delivered after the conclufion of the prefent Turkifh

_War,

The thirty-eighth permits the Jews to dwell in all places (except
in the mining towns), as previous to 1790, till the committee has had

time to lay before the ftates further arrangements.

The thirty-ninth orders that the royal cousts of juftice, &e. &e.
fhall be transferred to Peft.

The fortieth orders' an amelioration in the penal and civil codes,

and in the modes of trial.

The forty-firft orders a revifion of the caufes tried under the pre-
ceding reign ; and decrees the punifhment of dif-ennobling the no=

bﬁity to be invalid.

The forty-fecond fuppreffes the ufe of torture ‘in criminal cafes.

Y2 : The
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The forty-third permits the citizens, and thofe not noble, to appeal;

in criminal cafes, to the higher courts, as well as the nobles.

The forty-fourth orders the caufes which have commenced in
the courts inftituted by Jofeph, but which are not terminated, to

ceafe ; and the documents to be returned to the refpective parties.

The forty-fifth declares likewife invalid the caufes which have

paffed judgment ; but which: judgment fill remains to be enforeedy
&c. &c. S5

The forty-fixth concerns caufes brought before the king’s court ;;

which, if there only on points of law, are to be thrown out.

The forty-feventh orders that caules which have paffed the king’s:

court may be fent back for further revifion..

The forty-eighth orders that caufes merely on‘ points of law,.
brought before the /eprem-viral court, {hall be thrown out.

The forty-ninth concerns the revifion of caufes before the /prem-

viral court.

The fifticth orders that caufes determined and ordered for exe--

cution fhall remain in fatw guo; but the fuffering party may, in
9 | the.
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the ordinary way, commence a new law-fuit, and appeal to higher

gourts.

The fifty-firft re-eftablithes the manor-courts in the rights they

~ pofleffed prior to the innovations of Jofeph IL.

The fifty-fecond orders that law-fuits called oiZaval and fabular,
may be continued before the king’s court; for which reafon the

decuments in the archives muft be reftored to the parties..

The fifty-third orders that caufes of appeal before the king’s court,
not yet terminated, fhall be commenced in the legal manner, within

the two next terms of the general courts of the kingdom..

The fifty-fourth orders that the judgments of the courts eftablithed
by Jofeph, but now abolifthed, and other judicial proceedings, fhall:
be valid,

The fifry-fifth confirms the judgments given during the govern—

ment of. Jofeph in matters of marriage and divorce.

The fifty-fixth decrees that; in future, trials for high treafon fhall
be brought before the king’s court.

"The fifty-feventh is to prevent the deftrudtion of the woods and.
y P

forefts,
The:
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'The fifty-cighth places Dalmatia, Croatia, and Sclavonia, tnder

ithe care'of the Council of the Lieutenancy.

The fifty-ninth orders that the contribution of Croatia and the three
counties of upper Sclavonia’ fhall be always determined in the Diet,

but {eparate from that of Hungary, and fhall never be raifed but in
the Diet. By

The f{ixtieth the king promifes that the free town Zengh fhall be

exempt from the military jurifdiGtion, and its grievances redreffed.
The {ixty-firft is concerning the diftri& of ‘the fea coaft called the
Littoral : and it conftitutes Buccari and Port Royal, the firft a

commercial town and the other a free port.

The fixty-fecond orders a diftrit lying between the Carolin and

. Jo/eph commercial roads, to be put under the political jurifdi@ion. In

The ﬁx.ty;third the king .prorﬁiﬁzs to order a commiflion to ei—-

amine the differences concerning the territory of Repus, &ec. In

The fisty-fourth the king promifes that the nobles, and ‘the,
burghers of the free towns, fhall, according to the fifty-ninth article

of 1618, be exempt from paying cuftoms and tolls in the militarjr

diftricts,

The
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"The fixty-fifth is the offer of the ftates of their perfons and
fortunes; in defence of their king and country, if it fhould be

rcquiﬁtc.to continue the war againft the Turks, In

The fixty-fixthi the ftates promife to raife immediately fix thou--
fand recruits, to complete the Hungarian regiments; and to form a: -

plan for a more fpeedy and. efficacious recruiting of the army..

The fixty-feventh appoints: the following committees to carry on:
the reforms in the political, ceconomical and judiciary affairs of the
kingdom, begun but not terminated in this Dict, whofe labours are
to be laid before the Diet, which is to' meet next year, and' to be.
confirmed by its decrees if approved of..

A committee on Public political affairs.
The contribution or taxation.
The urbarial affairs, or matters between the
. landlord and peafant.
- Trade, cuftoms, and impofts.
The mines and mint,
Judiciary matters.
Literary matterss
Spiritual concerns.

Rublic grievances.

The
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The fixty-eighth appoints commiffaries to examine into the diffe-
tences with the neighbouring' provinces, ¢oncerning their refpective

limits,

The fixty-ninth -decrees that thofe who have acquired the 7x-
digenat (denizenfhip), -but have not paid the ufual tax; thali be ftruck
off the lift of denizens, if they do not take the oath and pay . the
tax before the enfuing Diet.

The feventicth decrees; that in conformity to ‘the feventeenth
article of 1711, all foreigners poflefling rich church benefices, ‘as
bifhops, provofts (probfs.), and abbots, {hall pay a tax:of ia thous
fand ducats into the public treafure ; but the provofts, abbots, &kc.

who enjoy only fmall ones, fhall pay but 200 ducats.

The feventy-firft gives the right of denizenthip to Prince Cobourg,
(without paying the ufual tax of 2000 ducats) as a mark of
gratitude from the Hungarian nation, for his military fervices ren-
dered them in defending their country againft the Turks, and re-

conquering Walachia and Moldavia,

The feventy-fecond gives denizenthip to Prince Waldeck, the
Baron of Gemingen, Count Clerfait, Count Soro, Baron Spielman,

Ignatius Born and Baron Mitrofky, without paying the ufual tax.

The
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The feventy-third gives denizenfhip to feveral perfons named
theféin ; to fome on paying half, to others on paying three-fourths;
and fo others on paying the whole of the ufual tax of two thouland

ducats.

The feventy-fourth gives denizenfhip to the Marquis of Manfre-

dini, without paying the ufual tax.

Thus a ftorm raifed through imprudent and ill-timed reformations,
which might have fevered from the Auftrian monarchy the fineft part
of its dominions, blew over ; and now the liberty of the peafants, and

the toleration of the proteftants, were confirmed by ad@s of the Diet.

The perfecution of the latter had often given rife not only to bic-
kerings, but to acls of violence. Shall not injuftice, hatred, and ava-
rice, have endeavoured to accomplith their ends under the mafk of re-
ligious zeal? Shall not a difference of opinion in religious matters
have been in this country, asin others, a caufe of public misfortunes 2
The rights of the Proteftants, by the articles of the peace of Vienna
in 1606, agreed on between their Prote@or Botfkai and the Em-
peror Rudolf; and by the peace of Linz, in 1645, between their
fupporter Rakotzi and the Emperor Ferdinand 111 were folemnly
fecured: yet this did not prevent them from fubfequent perfecution
under different pretences. How could the beft of fovereigns, when

Z furrounded
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furrounded by their enemies, ever adtive in their endeavours to render
them odious to him, by deferibing them as a moft dangerous fec,
be their proteCtor? Under the virtuous Therefa they were not lefs
vexed, than under the profligate prince, who was taught, that his
deviations from virtue might be made up for by zeal to the true
church. By a refolution of Therefa, in' 1749, it was ordered, that
thofe who fhould Jeave the catholic perfuafion, thould be imprifoned
fot two years ; and if within this time they thould not return to the
church, they fhould be fent to hard labour! ! But let it be known,
for the honour of Hungary, that in the Diet of 1791, when the
rights of the proteftants were confirmed, exclufive of the clergy
there were only eighty-four members who voted againft them;
'though two hundred and ninety-one for them; of whom one hun-
dred and eighty-one were Magnates, and the greateft pﬁrt of them
catholics. How great an honour is this fpirit of toleration to the
Hungarian nation !-—Where is there a nation in Europe, in which
the feceding religions have the privileges they have here? entire
freedom of public worthip, with churches and bells, and their own
{chools and feminaries of learning; anda right to fill all the public
offices, and a feat in the legiflative councils, It will probably be
agreeable to moft of my readers to fee this more in detail ; I fhall
therefore lay before them a tranflation of the twenty-fixth article of

the Diet of 1791, which is entirely upon this fubjedl.

THis article decrees, * That in future, without refpeding any

I new
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new ordinances or privileges, all orders, barons, magnates, no-
bles, royal free towns; as likewife the market towns and villages,
fhall have the free exercife of their réligion; with liberty of
building churches, even with fteeples and bells, “and poflefling
fchools and churchyards: and nobody, of whatever rank he
tmay be, under any pretext, fhall be in anywife hindered or
impeded in the enjoyment of this privilege, by his majefty, or
other landlords. The peafants, whether refident in market towns,
villages, or royal domains, fhall likewife; for the general good and
pﬁblic peace, not be prevented from enjoying the fame advan-
tages, either by his majefty, his minifters, or other landlords. For
the confirming of which it is decréed, that henceforth all diftin&ion
of public and private worflhip fhall ceafe; that private fhall no
longer exift ; but that everywhere it fhall be public; confequently
it fhall now be permitted to the proteftants (as it will be fixed after-
wards) to appoint minifters, build -and repair churches, with or
without fteeples, parfonage houfes and fchools, everywhere ; even in
thofe places where hitherto there have been none; without further
leave being granted ; but with this provilo, that, as the government
muft be partiéularly attentive to the fupport of the tax-bearing fub-
jects, where it is intended to introduce_free religious worlhip, to
build churches, chapels, or to appoint minifters, previoufly a mixed
committee of the county, in the prefence of the landlord, yet
without the diocefan, fhall be held, accurately to examine and to
acquaint the county. of the requifite expences to be incurred; of the

Z 2 ; number
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number and wealth of the people and fettled inhabitants, and whether
they are able to bear the requifite expences; and when according to
this examination it appears that the number of. the people. and  the
tunds are fufficient, the landlord fhall fix a fpot of ground, where
the church, parfonage houfe, and fchool may be built, But the ca-
tholic inhabitants are by no means bound to affift, either by money
, or labour, This is likewife to be obferved towards the proteftant

landlords and people, when a catholic church ‘is to be ere@ed:.

* Butit is to be obferved, that the introducing of religious worfhip,,
the building and repairing of the churches and parfonage houfes, &c..
always remain free and unre_[_trained to the proteftant nobles and land-
lords, | :

“ In confequence of this religious liberty, the proteflants: cannot
under any pretext, under the penalty of pecuniary fines, whether they
are artificers or people of rank, be compelled'to be prefent at the holy:
mafs, proceflions, or other religious ceremonies, notwithftanding cor-
poration privileges.

“ The proteftants.of both confeffions muft in religious matters de-
pend on their own fpiritual fuperiors alone ; but that this fubordina-
tion in fpiritual matters may  obtain its proper organization, his fa-
ered majefty has refolved to eftablith that order, which meets with the-
general approbation of the clergy and liity of the proteftant religion,

as
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as well concerning the appointment: of fuperiors and direttors, as'the
other regulations, without invading religious liberty ; for which rea-"
fon his majefty; in confequence of his right of fupreme infpection,
will hear the proteftants, and likewife take care that a proper dif-
cipline, agreeable to the principles of their religion, fhall be: intro-
duced : in the mean time it is decreed, that the church laws already
exifting, which are introduced by their dire®ors, and which-at pre-
fent are followed,. and likewife thofe which in future, according
to the fenfe of this law, fhall be introduced, fhall not be altered
by any. dicafferial or royak ordinance, They thall not only be al-
lowed to form confiftories, but likewife to call fynods ; his majelly
to appoint the place of their meeting: but his majefty muft previ-
oufly be informed of the number of the perfons to be prefent, and
the bufinefs to be confidered, which fhall likewife-be determined by
him ; and likewife fuch a fynod-called by permiffion of his majefty,
whether it be of the Lutherans or Calvinifts, muft admit to be pre-
fent a deputy from his majelty, if he requires it,. of whatever religion
this deputy may be; who indeed cannot dire or prefide, but only
have the infpection: But the church laws or ordinances made in
thefe fynods, fhall only be valid after the royal infpeQion and appro~
bation ; and his majefty, notwithftanding the mentioned liberties, has
referved to himfelf the executive power of fupreme infpector, through '
the legal courts, as likewife the. other: royal prerogatives in the reli=

gious concerns of the proteftants.

“ The proteftants can likewife, retain their /rivig/ and grammar
fchools.
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fchools where they are already exifting ; and can, with the royal con-
fent, eftablith new ones, both inferior and fuperior 3 appoint or dif-
mifs profeflors, re@ors, fubreGors, and fchool-mafters; increale or
diminith them ; and in future eleét local, fuperior, and general direc-
tors, or curases, of the fchools from amongft themfelves ; likewife fix
the method and order of fudy : but here likewife his majefty has re-
ferved to himfelf, through the legal courts, the fuperintendance, fo
that the general management of the literary police, the determination
of which the ftates have moft humbly referred to his majefty, fhall
extend over this. ‘The ftudents fhall be permitted to colle& (money)
for themf(clves, or for their minifters, and to frequent foreign acade-
mies, and enjoy all the flipendia deftined for them. The proteft-
ants can freely print fymbolic (cateélﬁﬁical}, theological, and other
religious books, under the care of thofe whom they have chofen for
this purpofe, and whofe names have been tranfmitted to the royal

lieutenancy ; but with this condition," that they contain no derifion,

* ill-natured or fatirical remarks upon the catholic religion ; upon the

refponfibility of the cenfors, who have permitted their impreflion.
'The three copies, as ordained by the law, muft be tranfmitted to his

majefly, through the royal lieutenancy.

¢« The church dues which the proteftants have hitherto pzid to the
catholic parifh priefts, fchool-mafters, or other fuch officers, either
in money, produdions, or labour, fhall in future entirely ceale, and
after three months, reckoning from the publifhing of this law, thall

be no more any where demanded, except the proteflants make ufe
of
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of them of their own accord ; -and in this cafe they muft render the
fame as the catholics. How this dedu&ion, from the incomes of
the catholic parifh priefts, may be made good to them, his majelty
will condefcend to hear the reprefentations of the royal lieutenancy ;
but it is now made known, that he will never permit any thing to
be demanded from the tax-bearing people ¥, or the royal treafury,

on account of thefe indemnifications.

¢ .On the building or repairing of churches, parfonage-houfes and
fchools, the proteftants are not obliged to-aflift the catholics with la-
bour, nor the catholics the proteftants ; therefore the former contracts

of this nature are hereby declared invalid, -

¢ The proteftant minifters may vifit the fick and imprifoned of their
religion, with the requilite care and prudence, at all times and in all
places ; prepare them for death, accompany them to, and fupport
them at, the place of execution ; but may not make any harangues to
the people. The catholic priefts when they are called to the fick im-
prifoned, or to thofe fentenced to die, and obferve the requifite care,

can by no means be denied admittance. g

* The reader fhould be informed, that when a peafant through poverty or any ather
caufe is obliged to leave his farm, which is a kind of copyhold eftate, his landlord takes

poffefMion of it ; which then being in the hands of a nobleman pays nothing to the govern=

« ment,

% The
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“The public charges, offices, and honours, ‘whether high'or low,
great or {mall, fhall be given to natural-born Hungarians, who de-
ferve well of their country, and poflefs the other requifite qualifica-

tions, without any refpeCt to their religion.

¢ The proteftants are freed from fwearing by the ufual lepal oath,
that is, by the holy Virgin Mary, the faints and chofen of God.

“ The pious foundations and donations of the proteftants which al-
ready exift, or which may in future be made for their chuiches, mi
nifters, {chools and ftudents, hofpitals, orphan-houfes, or theif
poor, cannot be taken from them under any pretext, nor yet the
care of them : but rather the unimpeded adminiftration of them fhall
be intrufted to thofe from among(t them to whom it legally belongs ;
and thofe foundations, which perhaps may liave beén taken from
them under the laft government, thall be réturned them without de-
lay. The fupreme royal infpe@ion extends itfelf likewile over {uch
foundations, to the end that the intent of the founders may be an-

fwered.

« A]l affairs of marriage of the proteftants are left to the decifion of
their own confiftories: neverthelefs his majefty, out of his royal care,
after having confulted the proteftants, will take fuch meafures that .
the organization of the confiftories may fecure the rights of the liti-
gating parties; and at the fame time the principles by which thefe are

O to
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to judge fhall be tranfmitted for his infpetion and approbation. In
the mean time, thefe lawfuits on marriage fhall be tried in the civil
courts according to the principles laid down of late years, that is, be-
fore the courts of juftice, in the counties and diftrits where thefe ex~
ift ; and before the magiftrates in the royal free and mining towns;
yet with the right of appealing, when the circumftances require it, to

the royal court, and even to the Septem-viral court.

Tt muft be obferved, that the fentence of divorce only poffefles a
civil effe@, and the bifhops cannot be bound to admit of the entire
diffolution. of the marriage bond ; nor extend it to the catholics in
cafes where what is confidered by the laws as a degree of confanguinity
prohibited in marriage is by the principles of the proteftants allow-
able. His majefty has, as it was done under the emperor Jofeph, al-
lowed them once for all, to contra@ marriages in the third and fourth

degree of confanguinity, without further difpenfation,

« As by thefe laws the free exercife of religion and the maintenance
of the churehes, fchools, &c. &c. of the proteftants are provided for in
the fureft manner; it is likewife determined, for the further mainten.
ance of peace and harmony between the catholics and proteflants, that
both parties fhall remain in the poffeflion of the churches, fchools, &c.
&c. which they now poflefs ; the foundations of the catholics being
in future applied to the benefit of the catholics, and thofe of the

proteftants for the ufe of the proteftants; fo that not only all re-

Aa coveries
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coveries on both fides (hall be forbidden (excépt thatthe proteftants are
allowed to prove their claim to the Zirmay, Hrabow{ky and Apaffy
foundations), but likewife no fuch' taking -pofleflion of " churches;.
fchools, &ee. &c. can be permitted, ‘and thofe who fhall be guilty of
fuch a&s of violence fhall be fined fix hundred guldens (about i:ixty"

pounds), according to the intent of the fourteenth article of 1647.

¢ Since the changing from the catholic religion, to either of the:
proteftant. religions permitted by the conflitution, is contrary to the
principles of the catholic religion, fuch cafes muft’ be made known:
to his majefty, to prevent any rath fteps. It is likewife prohibited,
under fevere punifhments, to entice by any means a catholic to the

proteftant religion..

¢ It has been already made known, that thefe privileges- of the:
proteftants are only valid in the kingdom' of Hungary ; where--
fore the kingdoms- of Dalmatia, Croatia, and Sclavonia, are leftr
in the further enjoyment of the laws of their country. The
proteftants therefore within the limits of thefe kingdoms are not:
permitted to poffefs immoveable property, nor to fill public or private:
offices : yet they have the liberty of maintaining, through the
medium of the laws, their ancient rights; and -when:they by this-
‘means obtain their pofleflions,. his: majefty rtakes: upon him to-
provide for their indemnification and the fow places: in lower
Sclavonia, which are partly Lutherans, partly Calvinifts, fhall cons

9 tinue:




POLITICS. ' 179

tinue in the enjoyment of free religious worfhip, as hitherto. Lafily,
the proteftants thall have, on account of commerce and manufaures,
free liberty to hire dwellings; but not to acquire houfes or landed

property from nobles or citizens.

“ Children that are, or fhall be, born of a mixed marriage (and it
is to be noticed that fuch marriages muft always be performed by
catholic priefts, who are ftriétly forbid, under any pretence, to
attempt to hinder them) fhall all be of the religion of the father, if
he be a catholic ; but if the mother be a catholic, then the male

children only are to follow the religion of the father.

“ Law-fuits on marriage, as well thofe which exift from the
connection’ between, the two religions, as likewife thofe which arife
from the converfion of one fex from the proteftant religion to the
- catholic, belong to the fpiritual catholic jurifdiétion, becaufe in both

cafes it is concerning a true facrament.

“The proteftants of both confeflions are bound externally ta obferve
the fealls which are now celebrated by the catholics, but not inter-
nally, as in their own dwellings, where they are allowed to carry
on all their ufual profeflions, which do' not” difturb" religions’ medi-
tation ; and /it is by this ordered, ‘that all landlords and mafters of
families; under the penalty of public profccution, do not prevent their
labje@ts and fervants, whether they be catholics or proteftants, from
the obfervance of ‘the feftivals and ‘ceremonies of their relivion.”

Aa 2 It
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[ am forry to be obliged to detrat fomething from this fa-
vourableaccount by obferving, that “the kings of Hungary, as
firft  patrons of the church; have great influence ‘in teligious
matters, as may be feen by the preceding picce; and that as the
confirmation of the rights of the proteftants has never prevented
them from ‘perfecution, fo probably in future, fhould Hungary have
a bigoted fovereign, they may not be entirely free from moleftation.
Many of the catholics, and even many of their priefts, are no doubt
nien of liberal minds; yet there are too many fill ftrenuous ad-
herers to the principles of the church of Rome, and artful and into-
lerant priefls too readily get the afcendancy over weak men. A few
years ago the lord-lieutenant of the county of Zips was called to
account for excluding the Lutherans of his county from fome public

charge; and it then came out, that he had formerly taken an oath.

to the catholics to do fo.

Father Coppi, an enlightened and learned man, wrote in 1792
a funeral fermon on Count Rada, a very virtuous, refpeable and
learned proteftant, in which he ufed thefe words: ¢ Vive igitur,
illuftrifime comes, vive vitam hanc, quam pofuifti beatiorem !
Mirabimini forte, heec ab homine catholico ita dici; verum noveri-
tis, utique nos quoque non alium vivorum atque mortuorum judicem
nofle quam qui muneris {ibi & quidem {oli divinitus datum affirma-
vit.” The cenfor, an Ex-Jefuit, ordered this to be altered or
omitted, faying, ¢ Scandalofum enim eft, ut proteftanti, nullum

fignum peenitentiz danti, zternam beatitatem adgratulemur.” :
: The
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The proteftants muft not be confidered as a {mall infignificant
fect. Tt is generally believed that the proteftants, that is the Lu-
therans and Calvinifts, are equal in number to the catholics ; and a
couple of centuries ago they were more numerous. It is faid in the
Manche Hermaen, that in 1559 all the great jfamilies except three
awere proteflants, De Lucca fays, the proteftants of Hungary and
Tranfylvania, in 1779, were only 450,000 ; but prior to the con-
feription of 1785, the population of this kingdom was greatly
undervalued, as we fhall foon fee. Here, as well as in Germany,
they are more efteemed for morals, good fenfe, learning and inclufi:ry,_
than the catholics, Yet they have often been. treated with great
feverity, as though they were the worft members of fociety : from.

the year 1681 to 1773, they had not lefs than 675 churches taken:

from them.,

CHAP.
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